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Located at Whiteman Park,  
Perth, Western Australia    

Swan Chamber of Commerce Business 
Award 

We were honoured on the evening of Saturday July 25 to take out 
the Tourism Excellence Award at the Swan Chamber of Commerce 
Business Awards presentation. The presentation was held at 
Sandalford Estate and was sponsored by the City of Swan. The 
category is hotly contested by well-known businesses, hospitality 
venues and tourism operators across the Swan Valley and City of 
Swan, recognising business and tourism innovation and excellence. 
This was our first entry into the business awards and the first 
Tourism Excellence Award we have received. 

We have been sharing Western Australia’s motoring heritage since 
1994, and this recognition reflects not just on our collection, but the 
experience we create through storytelling, events and meaningful 
visitor engagement. Over the past year we have focused on growing 
visitations, with an ambitious target to reach by 2030. We aim to 
improve the visitor experience and to expand our reach through a 
strengthened digital presence along with the introduction of new 
systems to better connect with visitors, and continue to evolve as a 
contemporary tourism offering. 

However, this award truly belongs to our volunteers. With more 
than 80 volunteers contributing over 15,000 hours this past year, 
they are the heart of the organisation and make everything we do 
possible – we are grateful for who they are and what they do. As a 
small not-for-profit team supported by volunteers, we are proud to 
deliver meaningful tourism outcomes while continuing to share 
Western Australia’s motoring heritage and the wonderful stories 
behind our exhibits. 

Manager Danny Ganon and Marketing Co-ordinator Naomi Fuller 
accepted the award on behalf of the volunteering team and look 
forward to participating in other opportunities to recognise the 
incredible contribution volunteers make to Western Australia’s 
cultural heritage. 
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New Exhibits 

ECU Nail Open Wheeler 
"Nail" refers to an historic, award-winning 
open-wheeler race car built by the Edith 
Cowan University (ECU) racing team  

 The car was unveiled in 2011. It was the 
first car designed entirely from the ground 
up by ECU Racing to feature a full 
aerodynamics package (notably large front 
and rear wings). 

 It marked a major milestone for the team, 
utilizing an aluminium honeycomb 
monocoque chassis. It was famously 
dressed in green and gold, and was 
dedicated to the memory of Sir Jack 
Brabham’s Repco-Brabham team. 

 The Nail put ECUR on the map in the 
Formula SAE-Australasia competition, 
famously winning four trophies, including 
1st in design.  
 

 

 

 

Right: Allan Cox, Barry Elswood & Nick Rykers taking 
the ECU Nail to the Ricciardo Hall for exhibition. 

 

   
    
 

 Volunteer BBQ Saturday 
June 20 

34 volunteers enjoyed the BBQ on June 20 with 
thanks to Manager Danny and the Museum 
Board. 

 

Right: Keith English and Nick Rykers 
were the chief BBQ cooks on the night  

 

____________________ 

Light travels faster than sound. This is why some people appear bright until 
you hear them speak  

 ___________________________________ 
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A New Project for Volunteers 
We have been fortunate to receive a very generous donation of a 1963 S Type Jaguar that has 
been 90% restored, with the majority of parts needed to complete the restoration included. The 
initial restoration work undertaken by the owner of the car prior to the donation had been 
carried out to an exceptionally high standard.  

A plan has been put in place for volunteers to complete the restoration with the Jaguar 
becoming a prime exhibit. Rather than the total restoration being undertaken in our workshop, 
some of the work will be carried out “in- view” in the Ricciardo Hall as a working exhibit.  

 

Above: The pallet of parts that came with the Jag. The dash board and instruments had 
already been restored to a high standard. 

Below: Volunteers working on the restoration. 
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Another donation recently received was a collection of Volkswagen scale models, totalling some 
1,000 examples of the marque. Our scale model crew has been actively engaged in cataloguing 
the collection with a view to mounting a special Volkswagen display in a designated cabinet.   

 

Left: The model crew working on 
the Volkswagen donation.  

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AU$1.9 billion spent annually on classic vehicle mechanical repairs  

The Australian Motor Heritage Foundation’s 2024 landmark Automotive Heritage Economic Impact 
Survey has revealed that Australian motoring enthusiasts’ spending on mechanical repairs each year has 
a $1.9 billion economic impact on the Australian economy. The Chief Operating Officer of the AMHF, 
Geoff Piggott said: At $1.9 billion, spending on specialised and general vehicle mechanical repairs is the 
top-ranking category of expenditure of Australia’s motoring enthusiasts. Mechanical repairs on older 
vehicles often require specialised knowledge and skills that are becoming difficult to source and are in 
high demand. Including mechanical repairs, the Survey revealed that motoring enthusiasts contribute a 
massive $9.9 billion to the economy through parts and accessories, restorations, fuel, insurance, vehicle 
registration, racing, lifestyle, publications, entertainment and automotive related holidays and clothing. 
The AMHF survey also revealed that motoring enthusiasts’ passion generates $2.8 billion in annual 
wages from 42,000 direct jobs. Geoff Piggott added: Over the next few months, the AMHF will be 
releasing key facts from the survey on specific areas of motoring enthusiasts’ expenditure, and 
highlighting the significant economic contribution we make to the broader Australian economy. The 
AMHF will be sharing this information with motoring clubs, industry and stakeholders and is a reminder 
that motoring enthusiasts should not be overlooked. To obtain more information about the AMHF’s 
survey, please follow this link: https://motorheritage.org.au/economic-value-study-of Australia’s 
historic-vehicle-sector/ As a registered charity, the AMHF is dedicated to maintaining a comprehensive 
archive and library of materials about Australia’s motor heritage for the benefit of all Australians 
through preservation, education and research as we’re proud of our past and passionate about our 
future. With acknowledgement to VSCC Vintage Metal.  

 

 

 Congratulations to Nick Rykers on receiving his OBE (over 
bloody eighty). 

Nick has taken to using the train to travel to and from Whiteman 
Park using his newly acquired electric scooter between the train 
station and the Museum 
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This is just one of the many Tripadvisor posts we receive regularly. It sums 
up quite well the type of experience we excel in delivering as a dedicated 
premier motor museum. 
 

My wife and I went to this museum and think it's one of the best auto museums we've been 
to...and we've been to them all over the world. The museum consists of two large buildings 
packed with cars, motorcycles, antique kids' pedal cars, models, parts and other memorabilia. 
The place is spic-n-span clean with just enough hint of motor oil that you know you are in a 
huge garage. They've got a lot of Australian-made cars but also a number of American and 
Asian made also. The staff is very friendly as well. In fact, my wife had emailed them well before 
opening, asking why on-line ticket sales seemed to be restricted; she got a fast response saying 
that they don't like to sell tickets too late in the day because then if guests arrive very late they 
don't get to see everything before closing. We met the volunteer who had corresponded with my 
wife, a very friendly guy and very motivated towards ensuring all visitors have a great 
experience. We really enjoyed our time here. 
 
Date of experience: February 2026 

This review is the subjective opinion of a Tripadvisor member and not of Tripadvisor 
LLC. Tripadvisor performs checks on reviews as part of our industry-leading trust & 
safety standards. Read our transparency report to learn more. 
 

From our Marketing Co-ordinator 

Treat Dad this Father’s Day at the Motor Museum  

On Sunday 6 September, celebrate Dad, Grandad or a special father figure with the best family 
day out at our Museum. From classic cars and collectables to fascinating motoring history, it’s a 
great way to spend Father’s Day together and enjoy an experience that appeals to every 
generation. 

For the perfect gift for Dad, Dynamic Pit Stop will be onsite on the day with a large range of 
automotive signs, and the Museum will have a great selection of scale model cars available to 
purchase. 

Tickets can be booked online at https://www.motormuseumwa.com.au/visitor-
information/tickets/   

Donations Needed for Our Free Kids’ Car Library  

We are currently seeking donations of small toy cars to support our popular Kids’ Car Library. 
This much-loved initiative has quickly become a favourite among our younger visitors, offering 
children the opportunity to swap a toy car. To ensure the experience remains accessible to all 
families, no swap is required; however, this has led to our collection running low. 
We are calling on our motor museum community to help keep the Car Library stocked and 
sustainable. If you have any pre-loved toy cars in good condition that are no longer needed, we 
would greatly appreciate your donation 
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This 1972 ex This Winton Raceway HQ Holden V8 tow truck attracted a lot of interest in our car 
park on June 28 while the owner visited the Museum. Photograph by Cliff Chorley 

   __________________________________ 

Australian Army Land Rovers -series 2 & 2a  

During 1958 a trial was conducted in order to determine a replacement vehicle for the WW2 
Jeep, which was still in service with the Australian Army. Trials were held between the following 
vehicles, all in the ¼ ton load carrying class :–(1) Land Rover Series 2, 88-inch wheelbase; (2) 
Austin Gypsy; (3) M38A1(CJ5 prototype); (4) CJ-3B Jeep; (5) Melbourne built ‘Freighters’ 
vehicle. Like Willys Jeep WW2 Control vehicle , all were in the ¼ ton 4x4 class, all to be 
compared with the, then in service, WW2 Army jeep. The Series 2 Land Rover SWB was selected 
on the basis of its strength, reliability, and the soon to be released Series 2A model with its 
engine increase from 2 ltrs to 2 ¼ ltrs. The first units, both short and long wheelbase, were in 
service from early 1959.The Army took delivery of a total of 1841 Series 2 Land-Rovers with the 
improved 2 ¼ litre, 4 cylinder, petrol engine. Between 1961 and 1971, 1010 SWB and 3766 LWB 
Series 2A, 4776in in total were added to the fleet. There was a desire within Army hierarchy to 
adopt 9.00x16 tyres to increase ground clearance and 2A LWB vehicles had their front fenders 
cut to facilitate them. The axles and 
drive train proved unequal to the task 
however and the smaller 7.50x16 bar 
tread tyres were retained. Series 3 
Army Land Rovers retained the 
normal rounded wheel arch. Some 
Series 2A Army Land Rovers 
soldiered on until the middle 1990s. 

  

 

 

 

The only person you should try to be better than is the 
person you were yesterday 
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Jim McPhee Motorcycle Specialist at 31 William Street, Fremantle, April 
1950 

Does anyone remember Jimmy McPhee’s workshop in Fremantle? He was well-known for fine 
tuning his Bantam Motorcycles to achieve 100 MPH. The BSA Bantam was a two-stroke 123 cc 
motorcycle produced by the Birmingham Small Arms Company (BSA) from 1948 until 1971. 
Being a Fremantle boy I remember his workshop quite well. He lived quite close to our family in 
Fremantle. His ability to race-tune motorbikes was well known but unfortunately there is not a 
lot of information about his achievements on the internet.  Do you have further information to 
share? Ed.   

 

Left: Our 1952 Bantam on display.    

______________________________________ 

            Free lollypops 
Proving to be a huge hit with the younger generation is our quiz sheet for children to identify car 
brands and fauna displayed around the Museum (often with the help of mum and dad or 
grandparents) 

The prize for each completed quiz sheet is a free lollypop and it’s a great way to keep youngsters 
occupied while learning about our motoring history.       

 

Left: Karen Petchell 
handing out lollypops to 
delighted children 
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Museum Car in profile - 1923 Model 470 
Stanley Steamer 

The 1923 Stanley Steamer (on display in the Brockwell Hall) was known for its quiet operation, 
high torque, and unique external combustion engine, representing the final era of steam cars in 
the U.S. automotive industry. 

The Stanley Motor Carriage Company, founded by twins Francis and Freelan Stanley, operated 
from 1902 to 1924. By 1923 steam cars were becoming rare as internal combustion engines 
dominated the market, but the Stanley Steamer remained a symbol of innovation and 
craftsmanship. They were a key part of early automotive history. The Stanley Steamer we have 
on display would have been among one of the last of this type to be manufactured by the 
company. 

The car utilized an external combustion engine powered by a steam boiler, which allowed the 
car to generate power in advance rather than on demand. The boiler operated at a nominal 
pressure of 600 pounds and could run on kerosene, which was safer and more efficient than 
petrol. Steamers like this model were known for producing large amounts of torque, requiring 
no gears, and offering a smooth, quiet ride.  Water consumption averaged about one gallon per 
10 to 12 miles. Starting a Stanley Steamer required approximately 20 minutes to build sufficient 
steam pressure. The engine had few moving parts and was mechanically simpler than 
contemporary internal combustion vehicles, which contributed to their reliability and ease of 
maintenance. The engine had two double-acting cylinders side by side equipped with slide-
valves. Drive was transmitted directly by the crankshaft to a rear-mounted differential. 

Early History of the Stanley Motor Carriage Company:                   
Twins Francis and Freelan Stanley  made their first car in 1897. During 1898 and 1899, they 
produced and sold over 200 cars, more than any other U.S. maker. In 1899, Freelan and his wife 
Flora drove one of their cars to the top of Mount Washington in New Hampshire, the highest 
peak in the north eastern United States. The ascent took more than two hours and was notable 
as being the first time a car had climbed the 7.6-mile-long (12.2 km) Mount Washington 
Carriage Road. The Stanleys later sold the rights to this early design to Locomobile. In 1902 they 
formed their own Stanley Motor Carriage Company. 

Francis died in 1918 when he steered his car off the road into a woodpile while attempting to 
avoid farm wagons travelling side by side. After the death of Francis, Freelan sold his interests 
to Prescott Warren. The company suffered a period of decline when better cars were now 
available at much lower cost. For example, a 1924 Stanley 470 sedan cost $3,950, compared 

with less than $500 for a T Model Ford. The widespread 
use of electric starters in internal combustion 
cars, beginning in 1912, eroded the remaining 
technological advantages of the steam car. 

Left: Freelan Stanley and his wife Flora drove to the top 
of Mount Washington in New Hampshire in a steam car 
to generate publicity for their firm. 

Left: Our Stanley Steamer 470 on display.  
Below: The two cylinder expansion engine for 
the Stanley Steamer we also have on display.  
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And while on the subject of steam power: 

Record set by a steam-powered car “named Inspiration” in 2009 

An unusual vehicle known as “the fastest kettle in the world” but actually named "Inspiration" 
broke the speed record for steam-powered cars in 2009, a record set at the beginning of the 
automobile age in 1916. The 
sleek Inspiration achieved 
an average speed of 139.8 
miles per hour over the 
course of the two required 
runs at Edwards Air Force 
Base in California USA. 

The Inspiration may seem 
like a crawling turtle 
compared to the jet-powered 
car that holds the current 
world’s land speed record: Thrust SSC roared up to a speed of 763 miles per hour in 1997. But 
the Inspiration, British-built car, can claim other bragging rights: The car’s boilers can produce 
steam at a rate fast enough to make 23 cups of tea a second–an enjoyably British fact 

The previous steam-powered speed record of 127 miles per hour was set in 1906 by Fred 
Marriott at Daytona Beach USA, driving a modified version of a popular car known as the 
Stanley Steamer. Many of the earliest road vehicles were powered by steam, which were easier 
and safer to start than early petrol-powered cars, which had to be cranked by hand. But by the 
1920s, the convenience of the internal combustion engine had essentially made steam cars 
obsolete. 

The British Steam Car Team had been tinkering with their design for the Inspiration for years, 
and even after they arrived at Edwards Air Force Base they were plagued by electrical faults and 
valve problems in its complicated boiler system. The car’s engine burns liquid petroleum gas to 
heat water in 12 suitcase-sized boilers, creating steam heated to 400°C. The steam then drives a 
two-stage turbine that spins at 13,000 revolutions per minute to power its wheels. But you are 
not likely to see steam cars on the race track anytime soon: Inspiration required two miles to 
accelerate to its record speed, and another two miles at the end to slow down with the aid of a 
parachute. 

With acknowledgement to the Motor Vehicle Enthusiasts Club of the Northern Territory  

   _________________________________________ 

 

RAC Community Volunteering Program. 

 
We are pleased to be an active partner with 
the RAC Community Volunteering 
Program. We welcome RAC staff with their 
bright yellow shirts as they volunteer their 
time with us on a number of day to day 
tasks.  

   ___________________________________ 
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Vale Noel Ing 

Sadly Noel passed away on July 3 at the age of 94. 
Noel was one of our very early volunteers. A true gentleman, he was one 
of the ‘old school’ skilled mechanics and a well-respected member of the 
volunteering team. 
 

 
 
From Peter Taylor 

Noel’s funeral was held on Thursday 23rd July at Karrakatta cemetery. 

Representing the Motor Museum were Graeme MacArthur and Peter Taylor along with retired Managers 
John McLean and Patric O’Callaghan. 

Noel became a volunteer in late 2003 and quickly took over the Bedford Fire truck as his “Baby”. Noel 
was a softly spoken and highly respected by 
the volunteers and managers of the time. 
What is not known by many is that Noel was 
friends with Lew Whiteman back in the 70’s, 
long before the park was established. Acting 
as Lew’s driver and mechanic on his Pontiac 
and Cadillac, Noel has recounted many 
stories of his friendship with Lew in those 
days. 

Noel retired from active volunteering about 4 
years ago but still took an interest in the 
Museum with a number of visits over the last 
few years.  

RIP Noel, one of nature’s true gentlemen.  

 
 

 

   _____________________________________________ 

Dear readers  

It is with a degree of regret that I have decided to pass the baton and step back from my 
role as editor of our newsletter, the Museum Musings.  

I took on the task of editor when the newsletter began its humble beginnings in 2014 
with the aim of keeping readers abreast of the latest developments for the future, along 
with the day to day activities and accomplishments of your fellow volunteers. I hope 
that I have been able to achieve this aim over the past twelve years.  

While it is goodbye from me as editor, the Museum Musings will continue its bi-monthly 
issue in the capable hands of our Marketing Co-ordinator, Naomi Fuller.  

Finally, a big thank you to the many readers who have kept me supplied with 
photographs and stories that managed to make their way into the pages of Museum 
Musings over the past years. 

Len Douglas 

   ___________________________________ 
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Welcome to all new volunteers: 

For Sale 
-A selection of quality scale models 

-A range of motoring fashion clothing and motoring memorabilia.  

-Code 404 and C4C number plate identification for concessional license – Plates $11.00 each, 
Stickers $7.50 each. 

-A selection of surplus motor manuals and motoring magazines. 

-Mothers Car Care Products 

Wanted 
Volunteers’ stories and recollections to share in Museum Musings.  

Coming Events 

Every Thursday - Chrome Bumper Group Coffee Run  
Sunday August 3- York Motor Show Wheels in the Wheat Belt. 
Thursday August 20- Destination Perth Member Mingle (at the Museum) 
Saturday August 29- Mt Brown Hill Climb, York.  
Monday October 12 to Saturday October 18, Classic Touring Bunbury. 
 
 
Our reference library is open to car clubs, motoring enthusiasts and historians. In excess of 
25,000 motoring publications are available for research purposes. Photocopying is available at a 
small charge. The library is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays between 10.30am and 3.00pm 
and prior bookings are essential. Bookings can be made by telephoning 9249 9457. 

  

Our RAC Learning Hub and Conference Room is available to clubs, social groups and the 
community for meetings, conferences, social gatherings and as a learning facility (daytime 
only). Bookings can be made by telephoning the Motor Museum on 9249 9457.  

 

Support our Sponsors 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can contribute to Museum Musings with your ideas for content by emailing                                              

the editor Naomi Fuller at "marketing@motormuseumwa.com.au"                                                                                  
Website: www.motormuseumwa.com.au   

  
 


