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ANZAC Day Parade April 25 
ANZAC Day is a national day of remembrance, honouring the 
bravery and sacrifice of the Australian and New Zealand Army 
Corps who landed at Gallipoli on 25 April 1915 during the 
First World War. Each year, Australians gather in cities and 
towns - no matter how small - to pay their respects to those 
who have served and given their lives for our country. 

Every year volunteer Spike Spinkins donates his time to 
provide transport for a war veteran taking part in Perth’s 
Anzac Day Parade.  

Spike is pictured driving his restored 1944 Jeep with a 
veteran passenger.  

 

In recognition of their service to our country, 
and to express our appreciation, we have 
introduced a special discounted fare for 
veterans who visit the Motor Museum. 
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 New Exhibits 

Formula 2 Birrana  
Zampatti open wheeler- 
previously raced by Peter 
Brock 

While Peter Brock is legendary for his 
touring car career, he had a brief but 
notable stint in open-wheel racing 
during 1973. The "Zampatti" connection 
refers to Bernie Zampatti, a Perth-
based racing enthusiast who later 
became the long-term owner of the 
open-wheeler Brock famously 
drove. The Birrana 272 (specifically 

chassis 272-002), is an Australian-built Formula 2 car powered by a Ford engine.  

Peter Brock entered the 1973 Australian Formula 2 Championship with the car managed as a 
"father and son" operation with his father, Geoff Brock. He finished 8th in the overall 
championship standings. His best individual result was a 2nd place finish at Oran Park.  The 
car's association with the Zampatti name comes from its post-Brock history. 

After Peter Brock returned to touring cars, the Birrana passed through several hands before 
being acquired by Bernie Zampatti.  Bernie remained the car's owner for decades, keeping it as a 
significant piece of Australian motorsport history. The Zampatti family were active in the 
Australian historic racing and hill climb scene.  

Ross Zampatti had a career spanning many decades in Motor Sports and was notably active in 
Australian Formula Pacific and Formula Brabham. He competed in various rounds of the New 
Zealand Formula Championships including races at Wanneroo Park and Sandown Park. He also 
participated in major endurance events such as the Nurburgring 24 Hour in Germany.  

When Ross passed away we were fortunate to have the Formula 2 Birrana pass to the Motor 
Museum and it is now a prime exhibit. 

     ____________________________________ 

 Chrysler Drifter 
 

Chrysler Australia added 
a panel van to the Chrysler CL 
Valiant range in April 1977, and 
later introduced the "Drifter 
Pack" as an option on that body 
style. The Drifter Pack included 
a Chrysler Charger grille, a 
sports steering wheel, radial 
ply tyres, styled wheels and 
special exterior paint and decal 
treatment with colour-coded 
bumpers. The 4.3 litre Hemi 
265 engine and a four speed 
floor shift manual transmission 
were standard on the 

Drifter. In spite of its option pack status, Chrysler marketed the model as the Chrysler Drifter 
without using the name "Valiant". The Drifter pack was also available on the Chrysler Valiant 
Utility, which was also marketed as the "Chrysler Drifter". The Drifter styles of the panel van and 
utility body ended in 1978 when Chrysler Australia discontinued the CL series. 
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 Volunteers at Work  

Left: Graham Bryant busy re-stencilling row 
numbering in the Ricciardo Hall. 

Above: Dennis Markus placing our logo on 
the Toyota.  

Left: Peter Taylor working on his Bonnie and Clyde 
diorama. (see page 9) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Above: Rob de Burgh checking tyres. 

 

Left: Keith English and Graham Bryant 
replacing signage in Volunteers Way. 

 

Right: Jake 
Rutherford and 
carer John 
repairing carpet 
tiles. 
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Shannon’s Classic Car Show Sunday April 19  

The event was held at Robinson Reserve Tuart Hill, and with perfect autumn weather, around 
800 vehicles were on display including vintage, classic, muscle cars, buses and motorbikes.  

A special thanks to Manager Danny and the volunteers who took the time to attend our 
information gazebo throughout the day. The eight vehicles we had on display were popular with 
considerable interest shown from the public.  
 

Left: Our display. 

Below: Ross O’Neil attending our 
information gazebo. 

  And a collage of some of the vehicles on display:   

    _____________________   
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Government House Open Day April 12 

 

Pictured left are Giles Talbert, 
Karen Petchell and Graham 
Bryant who volunteered on the 
day to exhibit our Governor’s 
Rolls Royce. Martin Harban also 
volunteered at the event. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Roller created a lot of interest and 
was a great draw card to promote our 
Museum. 

 

     
   ______________________ 

And a Potted History of Government House 

Following the establishment of the Swan River Colony in 1829 the first governor, Captain James 
Stirling and his family were initially housed in tents on a site near the corner of Barrack Street 
and St Georges Terrace, known today as Stirling Gardens and Supreme Court Gardens. In 1832, 
a temporary wooden building was constructed on the same site and used until the so-called 
original Government House was built a short distance away near the present-day site between 
1834 and 1835. This building served successive governors until work began on the new, present-
day Government House, for which the foundation stone was laid on 17 March 1859. The 
1834/35 building was demolished in the 1880s.  

The present Government House was built at a cost of £15,000 (equivalent 
to A$2.2 million today) largely by convicts. Governor John Hampton took up residence in 1863, 
prior to its completion in 1864.  In the 1890s, a ballroom was added, designed by and under the 
direction of government architect, Hillson Beasley, who also designed a number of other public 
buildings in the city.  (Source Wikipedia) 

   __________________________________ 

And while on the subject of Government House; did you know that in 1925 a 
sensational murder occurred on the dance floor in the Government House 
Ball Room?  

The ballroom was brilliant with light and gaiety as a ball in aid of St. John of God Hospital was 
drawing to a close. A couple of hundred dancers gaily tripped the fox-trot to the cheery tune of 
"Follow Yvette," the thirteenth dance of the evening. Few noticed the tall, slim girl with shingled 
dark hair, dressed in a radium blue evening frock, who threaded her way through the dancers. 
She moved as if in a dream towards a pleasant-featured, dark-haired young Englishman in 
evening dress.        

Twenty-five year old Cyril Gidley was enjoying his third dance with Miss Maude Mitchell when 
he felt a touch on his shoulder. 
          Continued 
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Turning, he saw Audrey Jacob, his former fiancée.  Gidley looked at her coolly and said, "Excuse 
me, but I am dancing." In reply, Audrey produced an automatic pistol and fired point blank into 
Gidley's chest. He placed his hand over his eyes as though suddenly feeling faint and then 
toppled to the floor. The bullet had severed his aorta and he died a couple of minutes 
later. Audrey’s hand still held the smoking pistol. It dropped to her side as she remained 
motionless, staring at Gidley with a faint smile on her face.  At first, no one dared approach her, 
but after several minutes a constable removed the weapon and escorted her to an alcove where 
she remained, eerily composed, until taken to the police lock-up.   

Almost from the moment of the shooting the press coverage was in Audrey's favour and the 
local girl was given sympathy rather than censure. Audrey was 20 years of age, the second child 
and eldest daughter in a family of eight children. Her father was the Clerk of Court at Fremantle 
and her family circumstances were respectable but not affluent. In the period up to the inquest 
and trial she was reported to be a model prisoner who spent most of her time reading. 
Photographs of Audrey in the newspapers emphasised her youthful prettiness, and public 
opinion appears to have been firmly on her side from the beginning. Her barrister's professional 
fees were paid for in part by a collection taken up for Audrey at the local Tattersall’s club. 
 
Her murdered lover, 25 year old Cyril Gidley, was an altogether different proposition. There was 
little public or press sympathy for the suave Englishman who at the time of his death was the 
Fourth Engineer on the state ship Kangaroo.  According to the press, Gidley 
had "a compelling personality". He led people to believe that his family were wealthy and rather 
high in the social scale. He was a man who fascinated girls.  
 
It was a black mark against Gidley that he had made it widely known that he had been sent out 
to Australia by his family and given five years to "make good'' before his parents would take him 
back home to share in the family fortune. Much worse, however, were the dark rumours that 
Gidley was the sort of man who deceived girls into thinking they were engaged to him and then 
dropped them. Gidley's engagement to Audrey had been formally announced in the newspapers 
in 1924, but some time before his death, the engagement had been called off. It was soon 
common knowledge that, just before he became engaged to Audrey, Gidley had tricked a girl in 
a country town into thinking she was engaged to him. After he met Audrey, he had recovered 
the engagement ring through a ruse, leaving the girl distraught. And when his mother was 
interviewed in England, Mrs Gidley said that her son was engaged to a girl residing at 
Cleethorpes in Lincolnshire, and the girl had expected to go out shortly to marry him. Such 
stories cemented Gidley's reputation as the sort of man who would deceive women when he 
could. 

At the inquest and later at the trial, this negative picture of Gidley became fixed. He was 
generally accepted to have been a cad, a bully and "a bit of a swank". At the inquest Barrister 
Haynes, and the Crown Prosecutor saw it as a dress-rehearsal for the criminal trial.  The strict 
rules of evidence do not apply at a coronial inquest, and both lawyers tried to turn this to their 
advantage. And as soon as the inquest began, it was apparent that Mr Haynes, was going 
to attempt to blacken Gidley's character in a way that would not be allowed at Audrey's criminal 
trial. The evidence of Audrey's mother at the inquest was sensational. She said that Gidley had 
made threats against Audrey's father (Mr Jacob). Gidley had tried to poison her mind against 
her husband, who was opposed to the marriage. Another sensational allegation put by Mrs 
Jacob was that Gidley was cruel and harsh to Audrey. She graphically described an occasion 
where he "put his hand on her throat and pushed her head back until her hair fell down, and 
said that was what would happen if she ever threw him over". Mrs Jacob wept to reveal her 
strong suspicion that Gidley had "seduced" Audrey. 

The trial of Audrey Jacob for the murder of Cyril Gidley took place in the Perth Supreme Court 
on 8 and 9 October 1926. Her defence was simple: accidental shooting. Audrey's story was 
that she had arrived at the Government Ballroom on the night in question dressed as 
Pierrot with her friend Annie who was dressed as Pierrette. To her dismay she saw Gidley whom 
she had thought was away at sea. He danced past her and snubbed her several times during the 
evening. At midnight, agitated and distraught, she left the ball and returned to her flat where to 
lie down. After about a half an hour she rose, changed into her blue silk evening frock and took 
out the gun that had been given to her by a former boyfriend. This she wrapped in her 
handkerchief.  

          Continued 
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Audrey said she left the flat determined to commit 
suicide and began walking to the river, but on an 
impulse, she turned and walked instead to the 
nearby Catholic Cathedral. Sinking to the ground 
by the wall of the cathedral, she recited the rosary. 
After a short period of contemplation and prayer 
she felt more peaceful and decided not to kill 
herself after all.  

In trance-like state she walked back to her flat. The 
route took her past Government House where the 
ball was still in full swing, and she decided to go in 
to speak to Gidley. Audrey saw Gidley on the dance 
floor. In a trance-like state, she moved through the 
dancers towards him, determined to speak to him. 
She tapped him on shoulder. He turned, saw her, 
and coldly replied, "Pardon me, I’m 
dancing". Audrey felt dazed. She threw her hands 
up to her forehead, forgetting that she held the gun 
wrapped in her handkerchief. A shot rang out and 
Gidley fell to the ground. She knew nothing more 
until she came to her senses in the lockup. 
 
The Verdict 
The all-male jury accepted Audrey's story and the 
verdict was an unequivocal but controversial "Not 
Guilty".  

       

____________________________________ 

Caversham Flashback 

John Hurney identified John Hughes as driving the 
two-wheeling Viva. Rod Waller has suggested that 
the light coloured FX Holden is Bill Dickson in the 
Six Hours Race in 1964. Lindsay Taylor pointed out 
that the Viva finished 9th. Not bad going for just 
1057 cc. Geoff Metzke photograph. 

With acknowledgement to VSCC Vintage Metal 

 

 

   __________ 

 

Wongan Hills Wheels and Torque 
Car Show Extravaganza 10 May 

Left: Volunteer Maurice McGregor was successful on 
the day with his Ford T Racer awarded the Best 
Vintage. 
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Out and About 

 

 

On Thursday 
April 2 the 
Chrome Bumper 
Group enjoyed 
lunch at the 
Chidlow Tavern. 
  
  
   

______________________________ 

 

The Mercedes Benz Club of WA 
visited Whiteman Park in April 
and took advantage of our M 
Shelter and BBQ facilities.  

Many members also took 
advantage of our group 
discounted entry fee to enter the 
Museum.   
       

 

 

 

 

  ________________________________ 
 

The Caltex sign has now been repositioned 
to Volunteers Way after some remedial 
work. It was previously located in the 
Brockwell Hall.  
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Bonnie and Clyde 
 

Peter Taylor put together this excellent diorama of Bonnie and Clyde exhibited alongside the 
1933 Ford V8 (Clyde’s favourite car). The attention to detail is exceptional as can be seen from 
the actual photograph of Bonnie and Clyde at right. 

 

Left: More of Peter’s handy work.  
A country gentleman driving Rob De Burgh’s 
Ford Anglia.     
    
 

 

 

 

_______________________________  

 

Rust in Peace display 

Our information board for the popular “Dry 
Riverbed Rust in Peace” display is now in place. 

The information board lists each vehicle on 
display with a brief description of each.   

 

 

 

 

 



Page: 10 

The Story of the Car on the Pole by Ken Devine 

In 2012 our manager of that time, John McLean, told me that the Museum Board had been 
given permission from Park Management to erect cars on poles at both entrances to Whiteman 
Park to advertise the Museum. 

John asked me if I knew of any suitable cars available and I suggested Austin A40s. So I made 
inquiries through the Austin Club, and a member, the late Ken Smith, told me we could have 
two A40s he had on his property at Meckering. His offer was accepted and Ken delivered them 
to the Museum. However, by the time we got the cars it was decided that we could only erect one 
and that was to be at the Beechboro Road entry because of the future redevelopment of the Lord 
Street entrance. (It took 12 years for this to happen). Both cars had history to me but the 
selected one had the best.  

This car was previously owned by former early museum volunteer the late Ray Hillbrick, an 
Austin enthusiast. It seems that nephews of Ray bought the car and he heard them talking about 
using it for a paddock basher.  Ray thought that the car was too good for that so he bought it 
from them and stored it in a shed on his property in Armadale. It then sat there unused for 
around 20 years. Thankfully it remained rust free. When Ray passed away in 2011 it was sold to 
Ken Smith and he took it to his farm in Meckering. (I believe he used it around his property). 

We chose this car to place on a pole because it was intact and in the best condition. The other 
car was given to the VCCC. The Museum volunteers got to work stripping the car of its 
mechanical parts. The body was sealed and given a coat of paint which I believe gave some 
problems. I took the engine and some smaller parts but unfortunately the engine was found to 
be seized. 

The car was erected in 2013 at the Beechboro Road entrance on a specially built pole and a 
concrete base that had been donated. In 2024 the car had to be removed for the redevelopment 
of the Beechboro Road entrance and it was stored for a while then bought back to the Museum 
for refurbishment. This included some rust repairs and a new paint job. It was parked in front of 
the Museum until it was re-erected in 2025 in its new position. 

Over the years it has become quite a landmark. 

Ken Devine   

 

Left: 
Ken’s 
pictures 
tell the 
story. 
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Our Latest Project–Email Electronics 1987 BP Petrol Pump  

To maintain the pump’s original patina, the emphasis was on refurbishment rather than 
restoration.  

Above: The refurbished pump now 
on display in Volunteers Way. 

 

The 50-50 Rule 

Every time you have a 50-50 chance of getting something right, there is a 90% chance you will 
probably get it wrong. 
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On Sunday May 24 we hosted 230 RAC employees and their 
families to celebrate the RAC’s Centenary of its Road Side 
Assistance. 
The RAC originally began as ‘The Automobile Club of Western Australia’ in 1905. Its Roadside 
Assist program was launched in 1926 with just two mechanics on motorcycles scouring major 
roads to search for motorists who may have broken down. A century later the service is a state-
wide network of yellow patrol vans that attend hundreds of call-outs each year to help its 
members get back on the road and safely continue their travels.  

A popular free activity provided by the RAC on the day was the helicopter simulator to 
experience the lifesaving work of the RAC rescue helicopters in immersive virtual reality.  

 Left:   Graeme MacArthur demonstrating a 
start-up of our 1929 Buick for visitors on the 
day.   

Right: Early 
RAC patrol 
motorcycle 
on display. 

 

 

 

Left: RAC Ford Escort Road Service on display. 

 

 

 

More next page: 
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Below: Some early photographs from the RAC Archives   

   ___________________________________ 
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Volunteer Profile - Ross O’Neil 

A dedicated museum volunteer, Ross is also the President of the Post Polio Network of Western 
Australia, an organisation he has been involved with since its inception in 1989.  

Ross’s involvement with the Post Polio Organisation can be traced back to his childhood. In 
January 1952, nine year old Ross was enjoying the summer holidays in his home town of 
Augusta when he began to experience aches and pains. Days later when he was unable to get out 
of bed without help, his parents took him to a local GP who made the provisional diagnosis of 
poliomyelitis and told Mr and Mrs O’Neil to take their son to the Infectious Diseases Hospital in 
Perth.  

After some weeks Ross was transferred to the Princess Margaret Hospital Annexe, the ‘Golden 
Age’, for his rehabilitation. Recognising that their son would need ongoing treatment and 
support, the O’Neil’s sold their business in Augusta and settled in South Perth. Ross spent most 
of 1952 at Princess Margaret. And after his discharge he returned to his family and attended 
Kensington primary school and later Wesley College. He worked for the WA Government 
Railways and then went into real estate. He and his wife Anne have two sons and a 
granddaughter.  

Although Ross has had to deal with some serious health issues, he 
has maintained his commitment to serving his local community. He 
is a member of the Como Rotary Club, a Justice of the Peace and a 
board member of the South Perth Senior Citizens Centre. In 2019 
the City of South Perth presented Ross with the Auspire Senior 
Community Citizen of the Year Award.  

Ross, who is a proud owner of a very nice 48-215 (FX) Holden, is a 
respected Friday Lead Volunteer and has been volunteering at the 
Museum since 2012. 

   ______________________________ 
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Charlie Aust visits our Motor Museum. 

We were privileged to have a visit from Charlie Aust, the son of Harry Aust who together with 
Dale Koenneckie designed and built the Veskanda C1, mid engined racing car which is on 
display in the Ricciardo Hall and pictured below. Charlie was on a day trip to Perth from 
Adelaide and took the time to come and visit the vehicle his father assisted to build. To say he 
was as little emotional when he saw the car after so many years is an understatement. 

The ‘Veskanda’ as it is more commonly known, was built in 1985 to CAMS Group A Sports 
Car specifications. Powered by a Chevrolet V8 engine, the car is generally regarded as the fastest 
sports car ever built in Australia and remains Australia's fastest closed-top circuit race car ever.  
Veskanda is an anagram of its history – “Van Elsen Special K AND A”. 

Australian Sports Car 
Championship competitor and professional 
photographer, Bernie van Elsen commissioned 
Adelaide based engineering firm K&A 
Engineering run by Dale Koennecke (a former 
engineer for Garrie Cooper's Ansett Team Elfin) 
and Harry Aust to build a ground effect racing 
sports car that not only complied to CAMS 
Group A rules but also to the FIA's Group C 
rules. The result was the Veskanda Ci, Monza 
style race car.  

The Veskanda was driven in classic sports car 
events in Europe (including the very wet Le 
Mans Legend race in 2012 where the car 
attained the top speed on the Mulsanne 
Straight with 259 km/h (161 mph) on its way to 
8th place). It was also driven by Western 
Australian driver/enthusiast Paul Stubber, 
driving in the Group C - C1 historic sports car 
series and raced at such tracks as Le 

Mans, Silverstone, Donington, Nürburgring, Imola, Paul Ricard and Spa-Francorchamps. Paul 
finished in 10th place in 2012 and 5th place in 2013.  

   ________________________________ 

A Visit to the Franschhoek Motor Museum by Danny Ganon 

On our recent trip to South Africa, Linda and I had the opportunity to visit the Franschhoek 
Motor Museum, in the delightful regional town of Franschhoek, next to Stellenbosch and 
approximately 90 minutes out of Cape Town. The Museum is interesting in that it sits in the 
grounds of the Anthonij Rupert Winery, the flagship vineyard of Rupert Wines, a well-
established vigneron in South Africa. 

The Museum was established in 1977 after the collection was purchased by Mr Johann Rupert, 
son of Dr Anton Rupert, who first started a smaller motor museum, the Heidelberg museum in 
1974 in the old Transvaal province, later sold to British American Tobacco (BAT). BAT chose to 
close the Museum in 2003. The company deciding it didn’t suit their core business offering. On 
hearing of the closure, Mr Johann Rupert acted – does this story sound familiar??? 

The collection has approximately 200 vehicles, 120 on display within 4 pavilions, approximately 
the size of our Ricciardo Hall and the balance in storage off site. The Museum also boasts a 
mechanical workshop staffed by three full time mechanics and a restoration workshop staffed 
by two full time car builders. The vehicles are regularly rotated between the 4 pavilions, with an 
emphasis on different anniversaries and years.  

Continued: 
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For example, currently they have a display featuring vehicles from the 1960’s and another with 
vehicles only built in - or built for South African motorists.      

The Museum also boasts a café at entry (see photos attached) a tasting room (helps if you sit in a 
winery) and a gift store that sells limited motor museum merchandise, but does have a heavy 
emphasis on local producers, stocking quite a large array of locally produced goods, creating a 
very nice communal feel through collaboration with the local community. 

The Museum, like ours, is open between 10:00 am and 4:00 pm and is staffed by two full time 
managers and one full time guide. They are supported by approximately 30 volunteers largely 
from the Stellenbosch University and are mostly engineering, architectural and science 
students. They help and guide visitors. 

The Museum interestingly does not focus on anything other than motor vehicles and 5 
motorcycles in total, which are historically significant in South African history. There are no die 
cast model cars, memorabilia or any other motoring ephemera or form of transport other than 
cars & motor cycles. Nevertheless, the Museum is a delight to walk around and is highly 
recommended for any motoring enthusiasts. It is quite formal and regimented in the way it 
presents and displays its vehicles and is in a beautiful setting, staffed by very knowledgeable 
staff and volunteers.  For a whole day out there are wineries and restaurants connected to the 
Museum by a tram.  (perhaps a conversation with Whiteman Park??) 

It would be remiss of me not to thank the management team and volunteers who warmly 
welcomed Linda and I for our visit.  

Danny Ganon. 

Photographs taken by Danny next pages: 
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Welcome to all new volunteers: 

For Sale 
-A selection of quality scale models 

-A range of motoring fashion clothing and motoring memorabilia.  

-Code 404 and C4C number plate identification for concessional license – Plates $11.00 each, 
Stickers $7.50 each. 

-A selection of surplus motor manuals and motoring magazines. 

-Mothers Car Care Products 

Wanted 
Volunteers’ stories and recollections to share in Museum Musings.  

Coming Events 

Every Thursday - Chrome Bumper Group Coffee Run 
Saturday June 20 – Volunteers BBQ from 4.30pm. 
Sunday June 28 – Auto Jumble, Cnr Ranford and Warton Rds, Southern River. 
Sunday August 3- York Motor Show Wheels in the Wheat Belt. 
Saturday August 29- Mt Brown Hill Climb, York.  
Monday October 12 to Saturday October 18, Classic Touring Bunbury. 
 
 
Our reference library is open to car clubs, motoring enthusiasts and historians. In excess of 
25,000 motoring publications are available for research purposes. Photocopying is available at a 
small charge. The library is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays between 10.30am and 3.00pm 
and prior bookings are essential. Bookings can be made by telephoning 9249 9457. 

  

Our RAC Learning Hub and Conference Room is available to clubs, social groups and the 
community for meetings, conferences, social gatherings and as a learning facility (daytime 
only). Bookings can be made by telephoning the Motor Museum on 9249 9457.  

 

Support our Sponsors 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can contribute to Museum Musings with your ideas for content by emailing                                              

the editor Len Douglas at "lenjoy@westnet.com.au"                                                                                  
Website: www.motormuseumwa.com.au  


