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Located at Whiteman Park,
Perth, Western Australia

New Operable Wall (Bi fold glass doors)
have arrived for the RAC Learning Hub
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A

Newsletter
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W A The new doors have opened up the RAC leaning Hub to offer
a direct extension into the Ricciardo Hall, providing an event
and display space that we haven’t been able to utilise in the

Volunteers [

. The direct access between the room and the Ricciardo Hall
& Frlends now affords an opportunity to host other Whiteman Park
leaseholders, CMC clubs and corporate partners, along with
friends of the Museum, to use the new space to hold

% activities. In particular, with its motoring theme, the room
¢ will lend itself to the celebration of key events in our State’s
motoring history. An important function of the room remains
its availability to motoring organisations as an educational
- facility.

#  The new doors will have a graphic installed in due course that
will provide privacy for meetings inside the room as well as
highlighting the unique history of WA motoring.




Page.2

Club Visit
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The Ford Performance Vehicle Club held its annual meeting on February 22 and took -advantage
of our M Shelter and BBQ area. The Club had 36 cars on display and members were afforded a

group discount to enter the Museum.

Volunteers at work

5 Left: Allan Cox working
- on the frame for our

garden art vehicle

2 display board

and sorting magazines

for the library.

Left: Graham
Bryant
undertaking prep
work for the
installation of a
new desk in the
library.

Above: Jake Rutherford was front and centre in a
Workpower promotional video to support people with
a disability to participate within their communities,
achieve their goals and live fulfilling lives.




Left: Allan
Cox,
Graham
% Bryant and
~ Doug Bush
~ moving a
Caltex sign
from the
. Brockwell
. Hall to
Volunteers
Way.

Left: Nick Rykers and Rob Barwick installing
new shelving in the Library.

Above: Museum volunteers formed a
respectful honour guard for the funeral of
volunteer Anil Weeratunge on 24 February.

A stunningly restored 1960 Mercedes
Benz 300d Adenauer Saloon.

This model is a highly sought after
§ classic, representing a blend of superior
conservative engineering with stately
elegant styling. It was considered a
premier luxury car of its time, rivalling
the Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud in both
luxury and price.

It features a 3.0-litre fuel injected in
line-six cylinder engine, producing 160
horsepower, housed in a stately pillar-
less long wheelbase body.

Only 3,077 were produced between
1957 and 1962; a small number for a
German production run.
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A Special Visit

Our ever thoughtful Peter Taylor visited
June McCaffery, the widow of our much
respected manager Doug McCaffery, to
personally deliver a copy of the Motor
Museum’s history that Peter personally
crafted.

Sadly Doug passed away in January 2019
but during his short time with us left a
lasting legacy forming a firm bond with
volunteers and earned respect from all
those who had the privilege of working
with him.

June said that her children,
grandchildren and now a great
granddaughter will be able to see the
difference Doug made to the Motor
Museum during his short time with us.

Summer and nature in Australia make special \

arrangements for you.

At the start of each day during summer you will be

allotted your own personal fly. This common house fly will
attend you tirelessly throughout the day where ever you
go. You will get to know each other well as the day
proceeds and the temperature rises.

Sometime a group of flies will be provided and they will
work as a team with you. All day they will be dedicated
skilfully, energetically and totally enthusiastic at their

task.

At the end of the day they will depart and next morning a
fresh new team will arrive to continue with Mother

Nature’s amazing project.

| One to test your Knowledge

This framed picture has been in our archives
for a number of years and has recently been
uncovered. However, there is some conjecture
about the make and model. Over to you!




Page: 5

ming marvellous

with a farmer's touch

In case you missed it!

Rob Barwick and wife Ann’s garden in
Morley featured with all its splendour in
the Sunday Times Gardening Section on
March 22.

Rob farmed in Perenjori for many years
and is a regular Monday volunteer.

Did you know the Coolgardie Safe was invented on the Western

Australian Goldfields?

Several members of the McCormick family emigrated from South Australia to Western Australia
in the late 1890’s but the most well know of them, was Arthur Patrick McCormick who was
credited with the inventon of the ‘Coolgardie Safe’

In the last decade of the 19th century, Coolgardie was the capital of the West Australian
goldfields. Being 180 kilometres from the nearest civilisation, food supplies were initially scarce
and expensive. As fresh food was a valuable commodity, there was incentive to preserve it and
keep it out of reach of scavengers. It was in an effort to do this that McCormick came up with his

design for the Coolgardie Safe.

McCormick noticed that a wet bag placed over a bottle
cooled its contents. He further noted that if this bottle was
placed in a draft, the bag would dry out more quickly, but
the bottle would get colder. What McCormick had
discovered was the principle of evaporation. Employing
this principle, McCormick made a box for his provisions
which he covered with a wet hessian bag. He then placed a
tray on top, into which he poured water twice daily. He
hung strips of flannel from the tray so that water would
drip down onto the hessian bag, keeping it damp.
McCormick’s safe was handmade using materials to hand.

Many other prospectors in the Coolgardie region copied
the design. In the early 20th century, Coolgardie Safes
were manufactured commercially across Australia, and
found their way into homes in both rural and urban areas.
These safes incorporated shelving and a door, had metal or
wooden frames and hessian bodies. The feet of the safe

were usually placed in a tray of water to keep ants away.

The same principle applies to the way modern evaporative air-conditioners work today.

[ It takes considerable knowledge just to realise the extent of your own ignorance. ]
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We receive Google, Instagram and other reviews from visitors to the Museum
fairly regularly and the recent review below is worthy of sharing. These
outstanding reviews are due to the commitment, effort and dedication our
volunteers put into the Museum — a job continuing to be very well done.
Thank you on behalf of the Board, Naomi and myself.

Danny Ganon

e sidvee shylock ®
= 4reviews * 0 photos

T
19 hours ago | NEW

I live in England. Near Beaulieu motor museum and also the Haynes motor museum. And
can say without doubt Perth motor museum is so much better. For a start | didn't have to re-
mortgage my house to get in. The cars aren't just put on show, you can see that a lot of time
and effort has gone into each car. The staff are friendly and very helpful. The shop prices
seem very cheap too,

| can't rate this museum highly enough. Infact we went today and are planning to go back
before | leave for home.

Visited on
Weekday

Wait time
No wait

New artwork on display

Our Sunday volunteer Hoyts Van Der Meer has donated two watercolour paintings — one of a
series of Mini cars in collage displayed in the Ricciardo Hall near the Mini Copper. The second
is a series of three Jaguar vehicles displayed between the Byfield XK 120 and the Buttercup
Jaguar in the Brockwell Hall. Both paintings are beautifully done and worthy of display.

Thank you Hoyts for your kind donation.

Dawny Ganon
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My 1951 Austin A40 Devon (Penelope) by Volunteer Ken
Devine

When my wife Dianna and I bought Penelope in 2002 it had only covered 37,000 miles from
new.

I am the 6t owner, the first owners were an elderly couple who owned it for 20 years and only
did 1,000 miles in that time. It was stored in a garage in Como. The next was a young lady who
bought it from the deceased estate. She owned it for several years and it was well maintained by
her father who bought several hard to get parts for it at the time and some of these came with
the car when I bought it. I met her several years ago when she saw a story about the car in the
media for a car show and she was very pleased to see the car again. The 3 was a seaman who
left it parked in a shed in Kwinana for months at a time while he was at sea. The 4t was a lawyer
from Fremantle who used it sparingly. He sold it to a relative who had a panel beating business
in Balcatta. He owned it for 12 years only covering 500 miles and it was stored in his workshop.
During his ownership it was repainted and possibly the rear seats were reupholstered.

During my 24 year ownership the car has been rewired and the door trims and carpets have
been replaced. I replaced the head when I was fortunate to be given a reconditioned one with
hardened valve seats. The bumpers have been re-chromed and it was necessary to replace the
grille and hubcaps as these were from a different model. As the original engine was becoming
tired, my son replaced it in December 2022 with a 1952 reconditioned one which has given the
car a renewed lease of life. It runs smoothly and is very reliable.

Penelope has been trucked or trailered to the eastern states on 5 occasions for “Austins Over
Australia”. These days the car is in semi-retirement and only gets occasional use.

At car shows it gets a lot of compliments on its condition and I have received many interesting
stories over the years from people about their own experiences with Austin A40s.

Ren Devine
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The above photograph was snapped of the RAC Brand, Creative and Impact team enjoying
morning tea on their scheduled volunteering day on March 24.

We are fortunate to have a designated team from the RAC choose the Motor Museum to give a
day of volunteering as part of their commitment to the community and giving back to various
organisations.

We have a team from the RAC Head Office attend the Museum each month, with the Insurance
team in February and the Service Desk team due in April.

Visiting Ferrari. Photo courtesy of Terry McGrath
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Wall Art

I snapped the picture (left) when caravanning in
Denmark recently.

It was on a wall at a brewery and I couldn’t resist
the temptation to take a photo Ed.
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Rescheduled!

Rescheduled to Sunday 19th April -
Robinson Reserve, Tuart Hill

Can you Help? )

Our fork lift has died and we are looking to replace it with an electric “Walk
Behind Stacker” (pallet lifter) capable of reaching 3 metres. Ideally we are looking
for a donation but we will consider a small cost.

\Please phone Danny on 9249 9457 if you can help in any way. /
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Welcome to all new volunteers:

For Sale

-A selection of quality scale models.
-A range of motoring fashion clothing and motoring memorabilia.

-Code 404 and C4C number plate identification for concessional license — Plates $11.00 each,
Stickers $7.50 each.

-A selection of surplus motor manuals at $5.00 each.
-Mothers Car Care Products.

Wanted

Volunteers’ stories and recollections to share in Museum Musings.

Coming Events

Every Thursday - Chrome Bumper Group Coffee Run

Saturday 11 April -Beverley Air Show

Sunday 12 April — Government House Open Day

Saturday Sunday 18-19 April —Pingelly Heritage Festival

Sunday 19 April — Classic Car Show, Robinson Reserve Tuart Hill
Sunday Monday 26-27 April - Northam Motor Sport Flying 50
Saturday - Sunday May 2-3 Moondyne Festival, Toodyay
Sunday May 17 British Car Day, Gingin

Our reference library is open to car clubs, motoring enthusiasts and historians. In excess of
25,000 motoring publications are available for research purposes. Photocopying is available at a
small charge. The library is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays between 10.30am and 3.00pm
and prior bookings are essential. Bookings can be made by telephoning 9249 9457.

Our RAC Learning Hub and Conference Room is available to clubs, social groups and the
community for meetings, conferences, social gatherings and as a learning facility (daytime
only). Bookings can be made by telephoning the Motor Museum on 9249 9457.

Support our Sponsors
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You can contribute to Museum Musings with your ideas for content by emailing
the editor Len Douglas at "lenjoy@westnet.com.au"
Website: www.motormuseumwa.com.au




