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Three new spectacular exhibits that deserve the
honour of appearing on the front page.
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Volunteers

From top to bottom: 1930 Marmon Model 8-79 Sport
Phaeton, 1919 Stearns-Knight Light 4, and 1933 Ford V8
Fordor (the model made famous by Bonnie and Clyde)

& Friends
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Another New Exhibit
Tt — B W) 4 1925 Citroen 5CV Type C (better
known as Bubsie)

- The two passenger torpedo was a popular
lightweight and affordable French car known for its
simple 856cc engine and boat tail design.

This particular 5CV has the distinction of being the
first car to journey around Australia in 1925.

When Neville Westwood and his colleauge Greg
° Davies embarked on this journey , the notion of of
driving around the entire continent seemed not just ambitious but bordering on the impossible.
Much of Australia was still a vast unmapped wildeness and a harsh and unforgiving landscape.
Through scorching deserts, trecherous mud flats and dense bush, Bubsie soldiered on with her
small engine humming defiently against the odds.

A book with the full account of this incredible journey is available in our library.

From our Manager

I trust everyone has had a restful and happy New Year period spending time with friends and
family.

We started the 327 year of operations after coming off the busiest Christmas/New Year period
the Museum has experienced. The last 8 weeks have seen a significant increase in visitors
through the door with a 21.5% increase on the same period last year (December 1st — January
31%t) with renewed interest being shown from our local visitors, particularly from surrounding
and Southern suburbs.

I would like to thank all volunteers for putting in the effort to ensure that we had numbers to
cover all times and days across the holiday period, all of whom were happy to give their time so
the Museum could function seamlessly and provide that exceptional customer experience we are
known for.

Shop takings have equally increased which bodes well for a new range and type of merchandise
items we are looking to feature over the coming months.

The new RAC Learning Hub glass folding doors are due to be installed in early March, which
will see completion of this project. It will allow for a better purpose built event and meeting
space for different clubs and organisations to use, along with providing the motoring industry
the opportunity to host launches and events at the Museum.

We are in the process of finalising our event and special displays for the 2026 calendar year,
which will be featured on our website & social pages and I would ask you to keep a watch as we
move through the year — there is a lot in store that we can all get involved with.

Danny Ganon

No man has a good enough memory to be a successful liar.

Abraham Lincoln
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Visiting motoring clubs

On January 11, the Vintage Automobile Association
took advantage of our M Shelter and BBQ facilities to
hold its Annual Breakfast event.

E Series Ford Owners Club
of WA visited on January
25. Unfortunately numbers
were down because of early
rain on the day.

Vale Anil Weeratunge

Sadly Anil passed away on 77 February.
Anil was with us for 14 years and was a
much valued member of the
volunteering team.

Our sincere condolences are extended
to Anil’s Family.
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Volunteers at Work

W Above: Maurice
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. N ™= Ganon and Nick

L ‘E.'"l .ll””“ I = ‘ Rykers loading the
Ny ] scissor lift we hired to

mount our 30th

anniversary banner.

Above: Spike Spinkins refurbishing bus seats and the Tuesday crew performing the arduous
task of quality control. With thanks to the Bus Preservation Society for donation of the seats.

=
-2 | 15— | Left: Our ever resourceful and creative volunteers put
ol ﬂﬂfﬂ”ﬂ together a wedding diorama with our 1948 Bentley.

Right: Maurice McGregor and Harold
Hitchcock with a load of dummies. (The

dummies are in the ute).




1 Nick Rykers, Spike Spinkins and Martin
Harban working on a car door for a Drive-In
themed area.

Unfortunately there have been several incidents lately of unsupervised children climbing on our
Morrie Minor and denting the roof. This is despite “do not touch” signs placed on the car. To
remove the dent the trick is to lie on the front seat and push upward with your feet skilfully
demonstrated here by Maurice McGregor.

From the Library by Toni Mahoni

The Library is undergoing some changes at the moment, with a window (featuring RAC
motorcycle patrolmen) now in place overlooking the Ricciardo Hall. The window was relocated
from the RAC Learning Hub which is also undergoing renovations.

To create some more space for our ever-increasing collection of books, magazines and
memorabilia, the layout of the library will also be changing a little with some more shelving to
be installed and the desks and a cupboard to be repositioned. While this is happening we’ve
paused receiving new donations for a few weeks while the room is sorted and the backlog is
dealt with.

Air conditioning has been installed in the container which holds the overflow from the library
(located at the end of Brockwell Hall) to make it a more pleasant environment to work. I'm sure
Peter Taylor will appreciate the improvement and also our RAC volunteers who spend time in
the container logging motor manuals.

Our little team of Mary, Bruce and me, with
assistance from Carolyn, have now got the
job ahead of us to decide the manipulation
of our 30,000 plus library items to the best
advantage and the considerable updating of §&*
our cataloguing records to reflect the
changes.
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to 3.0opm. Drop in and see what we have to offer.
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Country Collectors

By volunteer Giles Talbot

In 2022, after Covid restrictions were partly eased and we were able to travel out of WA, we
drove across the Nullarbor to visit family in Canberra. Motor museums were not on the agenda
as we had so much else to do, but just before leaving Jindabyne in NSW I happened to read in a
magazine that a new private museum had recently opened in Cooma, which we would be driving
through that day.

This was too good to miss, so I rang the committee president who said that the museum was not
usually open that day, but that a motorcycle club had arranged a group visit, and if we got there
at the right time we could join in. When we walked into the museum we found several members
of the car club having coffee while they waited for the motorcyclists, who were late. I mentioned
that I volunteered at the Motor Museum in WA, and in a couple of minutes we found ourselves
also with mugs of coffee and joining in the conversation.

The motorcycle club was very late, so we were given a guided tour all on our own by our kind
hosts. As the photos show, a great deal of work and thought (and money) had gone into setting
up the museum, which had previously been an indoor cricket shed with a big gym next door.
The cricket shed was intended for large functions and the lighting was by chandeliers made
from mag wheels. Large and impressive car-themed posters and photographs decorated the
walls. In the separate display area a specially built mezzanine floor ran around three sides and a
light aircraft was suspended from the ceiling. A smart 1950s-style American diner in red and
white with a passable statue of Elvis faced the display, and served coffee. The workmanship in
everything, down to the bar and the toilets — all done by club members, who had worked for ten
years to complete the project - was astonishing. All the 30-odd vehicles belonged to members.
While the museum was taking shape the committee had raised extra funds by letting out the
cricket shed and a marquee for functions.

One of the highlights of travel is the unexpected. Coming across the museum at Cooma, which
has a population of only 5,000, was an added pleasure, made all the more enjoyable by the
friendliness of our hosts.

The curious case of the missing lunch box

Lost property is a common occurrence at the Museum. Recently a lunch box was found in the
reception area and was presumed to be lost property. After a reasonable time lapse, and with no
one coming forward to claim it, a decision was taken to dispose of the contents.

Sometime later Manager Danny Ganon asked if anyone knew what happened to the lunch box
that he had left there earlier. Woops! No lunch for Danny that day.
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MGA: MYA320, by MG ‘Nut’ Volunteer Doug Bush

My 1960 MGA on display in the Museum is one I purchased in South Africa in October 2003
while I was working at Johannesburg Airport as an Air Traffic Consultant. One of my many MG
friends in Johannesburg tipped me off about the MGA which a fellow Englishman, living in
Henley-on-Klip, [55km South of Joburg] wished to sell. Having been looking for at least 4 years
for a good MGA to buy, once I saw this one, I had to buy it. It was a 1600cc Mk 1 model in very
good condition, with no rust anywhere. The purchase price was agreed with a handshake to
confirm it. I did not take possession of the A until 3 weeks later, after I had undertaken a 15-day
tour of South Africa in another MG friend’s 1954 TF, doing a total of 3600 miles over some
wonderful traffic free roads, with 19 other early MG’s and their owners.

The MGA was exported from Abingdon UK, in January 1960, to its new owner in Rhodesia,
where it was registered on 1 January and there it lived until the country became Zimbabwe,
thereafter it was soon moved to South Africa to its new owner. On the 19t October 2003,
Christine and I were driven to the MGA owner’s house by yet another MG friend. I paid cash for
the car, being the full agreed amount [as we had shaken hands on the deal no deposit was asked
for, after all we were both Englishmen!].

Thus, hood down, we set off back to Joburg, as we got closer to the southern ring road, the skies
turned black and we were soon in heavy rain and a thunderstorm. Not knowing how to put the
hood up we pressed on to our temporary home near the airport. By then we and the A were very
wet but warm, we parked the A under our allocated car port, in the gated complex and within 2
hours the car had dried out. I then had to get the A rego transferred to my name, not an easy
process, requiring a police inspection and check, then over the ‘Pits’ for a mechanical and
condition check, before queuing for 6 hours at the local vehicle licensing station to license it.

We used the A regularly in SA including two rallies to Mozambique one tour to Capetown and
numerous local MG Car Club events. All too soon my contract at Joburg came to an end and in
November of 2005, the car was shipped to the UK arriving in mid-December at our home in
England. I completed an on-line registration of the car, with the rego of 320MYA. As the car was
over 30 years old, there was no annual, licence fee to pay but fully comprehensive vehicle
insurance is compulsory in the UK.

During its time in England, I fitted a 1622cc engine and gearbox, an alternator plus new
shockers front and rear, and a new hood which has never been used. We took the car over to the
‘Continent’ several times for very enjoyable MG tours of France and Germany.

Then in October 2012 we emigrated to Austraha The MGA was agaln shlpped to 1ts new home
in Henley Brook, where we got it - : 3 :
concessionally registered for use on WA |
roads, with its new Rego of MYA320 [at a
cost of $100]. Thus far the MGA has covered
over 26,000 Nautical miles in a shipping
container on the high seas and 108,000
miles on the road, including a trip across the
Nullarbor in 2014.

I bought my first MG, a 1098cc Mk 2 Midget,
in 1966 and since then have never been
without at least 1 MG in the family. MYA320
is one of 5 MG’s now in the Bush family and
the one that I like driving the most. I also Jomed the MG Car Club UK in 1966 and remain a
member, with many friends around the world because of the ownership of an MG; ‘The Marque
of Friendship’ as it is known and certainly is in my case.

Like Doug and Giles, do you have a story about your favourite car, or perhaps an interesting
museum visit? Volunteer contributions to Museum Musings are always welcome.

See next page for a bit of MG mirth
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Beware of
| went out with one
once...

While on an ocean cruise, volunteer Colin
Inch took this photograph of new cars
waiting for export at the port of Laem
Chabang in Thailand.

Thailand is now the world’s 10t largest
car manufacturer with around 1.5 million

. vehicle exports per annum.

Congratulations to  our  Marketing
Coordinator Naomi Fuller and partner
Bryce on the arrival of Holly Louise
Walker-Fuller, who came into the world
onl7 December 2025.
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A catch-up with an old friend by Peter Taylor

I first met Ron Powell in June 1988 when I joined the Veteran Car Club of WA (VCC). Ron was
the editor of Early Auto and as all editors do, was calling for stories for the magazine.

I had earlier bought a 1929 Chevrolet tourer (basket case) for restoration and had been
introduced to a prominent Perth businessman who was also into the Veteran and Vintage scene
in a big way. He castigated me for wasting my time on a “nothing” car, telling me I should put
my hard earned money and effort into something that would give me a return.

He had no idea why I wanted to restore a Chevy; all he was interested in were how many zeroes
he had in his cheque book. He got right up my nose and so I wrote an article called “Why a
Chevrolet” and passed it on to Ron. He was delighted with the story and guessing I may have the
gift of the gab, started plying me with suggestions of taking on the Editors role as he was moving
soon and needed to hand over. I became Editor in 1990 and held the position just on 2 years.

Rally West 1992 came around and Ron was the Route Director for four hub rallies based from
Busselton. He asked me to prove the runs as he knew I often went to Bunbury for stocktaking
with Peters & Brownes WA. I did that one weekend covering all four routes, 600kms in all with
only one minor change to a bridge. Well, was it a bridge or a culvert?

I frequented the Museum in the early 2000’s and often caught up with Ron. He had been a
volunteer since 1998 and was one of our 20 year volunteers at the Museum’s 25 Anniversary.
Ron stood down from active volunteering a couple of years ago but maintained his contact from
home by identifying suitable motoring articles in magazines from our library. He was sent the
magazines by our Librarian Toni Mahoney and Manager Patrick O’Callaghan. Ron finally
stopped as he approached his 9ot year a few months ago.

’ — I asked our manager if I could hand deliver Ron’s

‘%‘ copy of the 30 year history, whigh I did on
Sunday 215t December. Ron was delighted to see
me and we caught up on old times. His hearing
has deteriorated, but sitting close with a “slightly”
raised voice we communicated beautifully. With
wife Shirley by his side, we had a wonderful catch
up and he is thrilled to bits with his book.

He passes on his very best wishes and Christmas
compliments to all the volunteers at the Museum.
He looks forward to every issue of the Museum
~ Musings, “It keeps me up to date” he said.

And a nice letter from Ron and Shirley
Hello Len
We hope you and Joy have been enjoying good health.

I thought you might be interested that Peter Taylor came out to visit us at Christmas to deliver
the 30 Year Museum History Book. He stayed the morning and gave us an up-to-date
impression of life at the Museum. We are happy that there are so many wonderful volunteers.

I remember several occasions in days gone by when Peter has brought people in wheel chairs to
show them around the Museum. We are grateful that there is a ‘warm heart’ amongst the
volunteers. We think the History is fabulous and a credit to the authors; we can see the
similarity to your Museum Musings.

Our family have all read it and think it is brilliant.
Best wishes and Happy New Year
Shirley and Ron
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From our Blair Allsopp Model Collection
by Rob Walker

Audi S1 Quattro Drivetrain

Audi Sport quattro Antriebsstrang

L - Sl A P e e

The model is by Minichamps, a diecast 1:43 scale with the quality and attention to detail typical
of this brand. It is now on display in the Ricciardo Hall.

To have a model of the drive train is quite unusual, however the Quattro is a legendary rally car
being the first to have four wheel drive. The detail on this model is excellent, showing cabling
and intricate mechanical items.

Detalils of the actual car (Source: www.audi.com and
www.supercars.net).

The Audi Sport Quattro was a unique 2.1 litre inline-5 power plant which produced a factory-
stated 470-horsepower. However, the true power input was believed to be in excess of 500-
horsepower after the turbocharger was complemented with a recirculating air system which
also reduced turbo lag.

The enhanced engine , in conjunction with weight reduction and revised aerodynamics ,
propelled the car from 0-100 km/h in a staggering 3.1 seconds.

Audi made history with Quattro: the four-wheel drive
system caused a sensation in motorsport from 1981
onwards. The Audi Quattro quickly became a winner.
What’s more Audi brought about a paradigm shift and
the competition was forced to follow suit. To this day
four-wheel drive is the benchmark in the World Rally
Championship. In 1984, Audi offered Quattro in all its
model ranges for the first time.

% The Audi Quattro won the Janner Rally in Austria on
its debut in January 1981. This was followed in

- Sweden during February by the driver crew of Hannu
Mikkola and Arne Hertz taking the first triumph in a world championship round. When their
teammates, Michele Mouton and Fabrizia Pons, won the San Remo Rally in October, the first
victory for a female driving crew was perfect. Audi continued to rely on the long-wheelbase
Quattro until 1984. In 1982, the company won the manufacturers’ world title for the first time,
and in 1983, Hannu Mikkola and Arne Hertzwere were the first world champions with a four-
wheel drive car.
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The Diesel Engine

Named after Rudolf Diesel, thediesel engine is aninternal combustion enginein
which ignition of the fuel is caused by the elevated temperature of the air in the cylinder due to
the mechanical compression; thus, the diesel engine is a so-called compression-ignition engine
(CI engine). This contrasts with engines using spark plug-ignition of the air-fuel mixture, such
as a petrol or gas engine.

Diesel engines work by compressing only air, or air plus residual combustion gases from the
exhaust known as exhaust gas recirculation (EGR) is inducted into the chamber during the
intake stroke, and compressed during the compression stroke. This increases the air
temperature inside the cylinder to such a high degree that atomised diesel fuel injected into the
combustion chamber ignites spontaneously. With the fuel being injected into the air just before
combustion, the dispersion of the fuel is uneven; this is called a heterogeneous air-fuel mixture.
The torque a diesel engine produces is controlled by manipulating the air-fuel ratio; instead of
throttling the intake air, the diesel engine relies on altering the amount of fuel that is injected,
and the air-fuel ratio is usually high.

The diesel engine has the highestthermal efficiency (engine efficiency) of any
practical internal or external combustion engine due to its very high expansion ratio and
inherent lean burn which enables heat dissipation by the excess air. A small efficiency loss is
also avoided compared with non-direct-injection gasoline engines since unburned fuel is not
present during valve overlap and therefore no fuel goes directly from the intake/injection to the
exhaust. Low-speed diesel engines (as used in ships and other
applications where overall engine weight is relatively unimportant) can
reach effective efficiencies of up to 55%.

Diesel engines may be designed as either two-stroke or four-
stroke cycles. They were originally used as a more efficient replacement
for stationary steam engines. Since the 1910s, they have been used
in submarines and ships. Use in locomotives, trucks, heavy equipment,
agricultural equipment and electricity generation plants followed later.
In the 1930s, they slowly began to be used in a few automobiles. Some of
the world's largest diesel engines are 14-cylinder, two-stroke marine
diesel engines that produce a peak power of almost 100 MW each.

As a footnote: Diesel fuel for light vehicles is being phased out in Australia with the government
planning to ban the sale of new petrol and diesel vehicles by 2035 as part of a broader climate
strategy to achieve net zero emissions by 2045.

The Mystery Surrounding Rudolf Diesel’s Death

On the evening of 29 September 1913, Diesel boarded the Great Eastern
Railway steamer SS Dresden in Antwerp on his way to a meeting of the Consolidated Diesel
Manufacturing Company in London. He took dinner on board the ship and then retired to his
cabin at about 10 pm leaving word to be called the next morning at 6:15 am, but he was never
seen alive again. In the morning his cabin was empty and his bed had not been slept in,
although his nightshirt was neatly laid out and his watch had been left where it could be seen
from the bed. His hat and neatly folded overcoat were discovered beneath the afterdeck railing.

Shortly after Diesel's disappearance, his wife Martha opened a bag her husband had given to her
just before his ill-fated voyage, with directions that it should not be opened until the following
week. She discovered 20,000 German marksin cash (US$120,000 today) and financial
statements indicating that their bank accounts were virtually empty.

Ten days after he was last seen, the crew of the Dutch pilot boat Coertsen came upon
the corpse of a man floating in the Eastern Scheldt. The body was in such an advanced state of
decomposition that it was unrecognisable, and it was not retained on aboard because of heavy
weather. Instead, the crew retrieved personal items (pill case, wallet, 1.D. card, pocketknife, and
eyeglass case) from the clothing of the dead man, and returned the body to the sea. On 13
October, these items were identified by Rudolf's son, Eugene Diesel, as belonging to his
father. Diesel’s wife, Martha, died in Brandenburg on 16 April 1944 at age 85.
Source: Wikipedia
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Welcome to all new volunteers:

For Sale

-A selection of quality scale models.
-A range of motoring fashion clothing and motoring memorabilia.

-Code 404 and C4C number plate identification for concessional license — Plates $11.00 each,
Stickers $7.50 each.

-A selection of surplus motor manuals at $5.00 each.
-Mothers Car Care Products.

Wanted

Volunteers’ stories and recollections to share in Museum Musings.

Every Thursday - Chrome Bumper Group Coffee Run.

Thursday February 19 - RAC ‘My Garage’ filming at the Museum, featuring the RAC road patrol
Escort van and original patrolman.
Sunday March 8 —Narrogin Vintage Restoration Swap Meet.

Sunday March 15 — Avon Vintage Swap Meet.
Sunday March 22 — York Motor Cycle Festival.
Sunday March 29 - Classic Car Show, Robinson Reserve, Tuart Hill.

The Motor Museum’s reference library is open to car clubs, motoring enthusiasts and historians.
In excess of 25,000 motoring publications are available for research purposes. Photocopying is
available at a small charge. The library is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays between 10.30am
and 3.00pm and prior bookings are essential. Bookings can be made by telephoning 9249 9457.

Covid is still around. Practice good hand

r‘-éafGWA hygiene and stay safe
L
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EDUCATION For the better
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You can contribute to Museum Musings with your ideas for content by emailing
the editor Len Douglas at "lenjoy@westnet.com.au"
Website: www.motormuseumwa.com.au




