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The Car Telephone

The history of mobile telephones, especially when taken with the history of the telephone in
general, is just as complex as the history of cars. In 1946,
USA engineers at Bell Labs created a mobile phone, mounted
under the dashboard of a car. Mobile phones were already in
use during WWII, with portable telephones used on the field
of battle. However, the 1946 installation of a phone in a car
was the first car phone, and the first for civilian use,
although it was limited to urban areas. As technology fi=
advanced, car phones underwent a series of transformations. In the 196os Motorola introduced
the first fully automatic car phone system, making it easier to place calls on the go. These
systems, however, were still relatively expensive and limited in their reach.

The 1970s witnessed further advancements, with car phones becoming more compact and user-
friendly. The introduction of cellular networks in the 1980s marked a pivotal moment in the
history of car phones. It allowed for greater mobility and expanded the potential user base
beyond businesses and the wealthy.

The availability of car phones began to reshape society in various ways. For businesses, car
phones meant improved communication with clients and partners while on the move. Delivery
services, emergency responders, and law enforcement agencies also benefited greatly from this
technology, as it enhanced their ability to coordinate activities and respond swiftly to
emergencies.

However, the widespread use of car phones also raised concerns about distracted driving and
road safety. As more people adopted this technology, regulations and awareness campaigns
were introduced to mitigate these risks.

Today, we carry powerful
pocket-sized computers in our
pockets, and the idea of needing
a dedicated car phone seems
archaic.  Nevertheless, it’s
essential to look back at the
birth of car phones in
telecommunications history to
appreciate how far we’'ve come
and how these early innovations
paved the way for our
connected world.

A look into the future:

This 106 year old comic strip
shows foresight about what
could happen if "pocket
telephones”" were to be
invented.

W. K. Haselden’s “The Pocket
Telephone - When Will it
Ring?” was first published in
March 1919.

WHEN WE ALL HAVE POCKET TELEPHONES.

WHEN RUNMING FOR A TRAIN WHEN YouR HANDS ARE FULL,

THAT BELL IS
FRIGHTENING
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Wo shall certainly be “rung up! at the most awkward moments in our daily
lives!
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From our Blair Allsopp Model Collection
By Rob Walker
1911 Marmon Wasp

This is a scale model of the
Marmion Wasp by Carousel, USA
under their Hobby Horse brand. It
was usual for the Hobby Horse
models to be packaged in tins such
as this one.

The model is a diecast, 1:43 scale,
and whilst not the best of quality,
it is a very interesting example of
early streamlining. The model is
now on display in the Ricciardo
Hall.

Detalils of the actual car
(Source: Marmon Holdings
website
marmon.com.com).

In 1911, the Marmon Motor
Company roared onto the world
stage with the ground breaking
Marmon Wasp winning the inaugural Indianapolis 500. With its distinct colour scheme and tail
shape, as well as the crucial innovation of the a rear-view mirror, the Wasp secured its place in
racing history along with Marmon driver Ray Harroun and his team.

Marmon defied racing norms by crafting a single-seater car, shedding the weight of the engineer
for enhanced speed and aerodynamics. To address safety concerns, Harroun ingeniously added
the first known rear-
view mirror in

automotive history. : e » 4
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Another pivotal factor J ) ¥

was Marmon’s tyre
strategy. Blown tyres
wasted precious
seconds, SO their
engineers opted for a
slower but safer pace.
The result? The Wasp
made four pit stops with
zero blowouts, unlike
their second-place |
competitor that needed : - .

fourteen tires changed. & ) . A , }‘2

The Wasp was powered by a 7.8 litre straight 6 engine. Its average speed for the race was 74.602
mph. In comparison, the 2025 winner averaged 168.883 mph.
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Volunteers Week

To celebrate Volunteers Week, on December 5 Whiteman Park again generously provided a
special breakfast at Mussel Pool for the many volunteers who give up their time to volunteer
throughout the many activities at the Park.

Pictured below are the 35 Motor Museum volunteers who enjoyed the breakfast along with our
Manager Danny Ganon (centre) and Whiteman Park Director Steve Lowe (in the white shirt).

Picture courtesy of Whiteman Park / DC Images

Breaking News

After almost four years of diligent work, our scale model crew has at last completed the
cataloguing of our entire Blair Allsopp collection. The crew will now start work on stage
two of the project to reorganise the display cabinets to maximise presentation.

There are approximately 14,000 items in the Blair Allsopp collection and that includes
10,000 model cars along with posters, books,
figurines and helmets. The main model car
groups consist of 1:18 and 1:43 scales along with

others of various scales.

Added to our Biante and Bryer collections we
can now confidently boast having the largest
collection of scale models (approximately 18,000) #*
on public display in the southern hemisphere. '3 '

Insert: Nick Jacob cataloguing the final scale model

Christmas and New Year is almost upon us again and your Editor, along with
Manager Danny Ganon, would like to take this opportunity to wish all
volunteers and their families a safe and joyful Christmas, good health and
prosperity for the year ahead.

Len Douglas Editor
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Welcome to all new volunteers:

For Sale

-A selection of quality scale models
-A range of motoring fashion clothing and motoring memorabilia.

-Code 404 and C4C number plate identification for concessional license — Plates $11.00 each,
Stickers $7.50 each.

-A selection of surplus motor manuals at $5.00 each
-Mothers Car Care Products

Wanted

Volunteers’ stories and recollections to share in Museum Musings.
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Every Thursday - Chrome Bumper Group Coffee Run

Sunday December 14 - Celebration of the Motor Car , JH Abrahams Reserve, Crawley.
Sunday March 29 - Classic Car Show, Robinson Reserve ,Tuart Hill

The Motor Museum’s reference library is open to car clubs, motoring enthusiasts and historians.
In excess of 25,000 motoring publications are available for research purposes. Photocopying is
available at a small charge. The library is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays between 10.30am
and 3.00pm and prior bookings are essential. Bookings can be made by telephoning 9249 9457.

Covid is still around. Practice good hand
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‘ SafeWA hygiene and stay safe
L

Support our Sponsors

o -, J
LSV _ ———)
- 2 = —

= a7y N e

WHITEMAN

CONSERVATION » RECREATION

EDUCATION For the better
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You can contribute to Museum Musings with your ideas for content by emailing
the editor Len Douglas at "lenjoy@westnet.com.au"
Website: www.motormuseumwa.com.au




