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  _____________________________________ 

New Exhibits 

1948 Hudson Super Six 
The Hudson Super Six name was first 
introduced in 1916 and was revived in 1940 
after a hiatus during world war 11. The 1947-48 
models continued the legacy of the Super Six 
which was known for its performance and 
innovative features. It was part of a competitive 
market in the USA, offering a blend of style, 
comfort and performance that appealed to a 
wide range of buyers. It was a amid-range 
vehicle providing luxury features at a more 

acceptable price than some of its competitors.                                
                __________________________________ 

2024 Ford Mustang Dark 
Horse 
With sinister looks and a specially modified 
5.0-litreV8 – the most powerful 5.0-litre V8 
ever, projecting 500 horsepower – Mustang 
Dark Horse sets a benchmark for street and 
track performance.  

A team of Ford engineers, designers and 
experts worked for more than three years to 
create the Mustang Dark Horse, a performance 
car with striking visual cues and the capability 
sports car lovers expect, right down to the 
available carbon fibre wheels. Mustang Dark Horse is the first new performance name for the 
brand since Mustang Bullitt was introduced in 2001. 

The car is pitched at a new level of performance, styling and engineering for those who want the 
thrill and excitement of a V8 sports car. 
    

          Continued next page: 
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“  
1948 Rover 75, P3 Sports 
Saloon 
Rover’s story began in 1878 like many British 
makers crafting bicycles and motorcycles. The 
company’s name was associated with “wandering” 
and it chose a Viking longship as its emblem, 
symbolizing exploration. When the motor vehicle 
market erupted at the turn of the century, Rover 
pivoted as well, introducing its Eight – a tiny open 
two-seater with an 8-hp single-cylinder engine.  

After WW II Rover introduced the P3 equipped with an engine in development since the 1930s. 
The sheet metal was barely different from the pre-war P2. The P3 was nonetheless aimed at the 
well-off buyer. This particular Rover has a C4C concessional licence due to being retro fitted 
with a modern engine and automatic gear box. 

   _______________________________ 

Volunteers at Work 

Colin Inch preparing the floor in the Ricciardo       Wednesday crew Allan Cox, Graham Bryant                                       
Hall for new oil leak trays.                                            and Doug Bush sorting scale model boxes                                                                                                                     

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ken Hutchins and Neil Lanternier      Spike Spinkins, Allan Cox and Danny Ganon 
tidying the Bryer model collection.                   repositioning our BMWi8 concept car. 
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The Friday crew looking perplexed.  

Apparently it was a joint effort to find 
the dip stick. Or so the story goes! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   _____________________________________ 

Restoration Project in the Making 

Martin Harban and  Peter Taylor have been working on the restoration of an early Gilbert and 
Barker (later  Gilbarco) fuel pump over past weeks with the aim of bringing it back to life as a 
working exhibit. A decision was taken to restore only one side of the double pump to distinguish 
between restored and un-restored.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A work in progress And now on display in Volunteers Way 
   ________________________________ 
 

A potted history of early hand operated fuel pumps (Source National Museum of 
American History) 

In 1865, Charles Gilbert and John Barker formed a company to manufacture a "gas machine" 
that vaporized petroleum distillates for lighting systems. Gilbert & Barker later manufactured 
oil burners for industrial furnaces, and in 1910 the company added hand-operated gasoline 
pumps to its product line.       Continued next page 
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When automobiles first came on the market, gasoline was available in large quantities, but it 
was a little used by-product of oil refining. Kerosene was in great demand for lighting; gasoline 
was used as a solvent and, to a limited extent, as fuel for cooking stoves. Much of the gasoline 
produced at refineries was treated as waste. The growing use of automobiles greatly increased 
demand for gasoline. Initially gasoline was retailed much like kerosene; it was transported from 
bulk oil storage facilities to general stores, hardware stores, and drug stores, where it was sold in 
metal cans. Repair garages and livery stables were added to these outlets. In some locations, 
gasoline was sold in barrels using a spigot that released the liquid into a measured container. 
Motorists soon began driving to bulk storage facilities to refuel, but they still had to transfer the 
liquid into the gasoline tank with a can, bucket, or pitcher and a chamois-lined funnel--a slow, 
cumbersome, dangerous method. The first direct refueling station, equipped with a gravity-feed, 
above-ground tank, hose, and glass gauge, opened at a St. Louis bulk oil facility in 1905. 

The most significant retail innovation--an underground tank with a hand-operated pump--
made driving an automobile much more practical. The refined product was out of sight until 
needed, offering maximum convenience. By the 1910s, gasoline was dispensed in a continuous 
flow, with occasional replenishing of underground tanks. Curbside gasoline pumps proliferated 
at stores that sold hardware, feed, drugs, and general merchandise, as well as at repair garages. 
Mechanical gauges like the one on the Gilbert & Barker pump made retail sales more practical, 
efficient, and accurate. 
   ________________________________ 

2025 Perkolilli Red Dust Revival 
Harold Hitchcock provided these photographs he took at this years’ Perkolilli Red Dust Revival. 

Harold said “the contrast of wet and dry is hard to imagine unless you saw it. 
The track was closed on Friday afternoon as both the wind and dust were that bad that drivers 
couldn’t find the track in the dust, and many of them went bush. Rain was forecast for Saturday 
night so the organisers took the decision to end the meet one day early as Lake Perkolilli became 

a lake again” 
Participants from every Australian State took 
take part in the historical re-enactment with 
an estimated 25,000 spectators attending 
across the seven-day event.  

  

Above: Museum Volunteer Maurice    
McGregor who took part with his 
Model T racer. 

     

 

 

 


