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Issue 69 October 2025 

 

Welcome Danny Ganon 
 
Danny has been appointed our new Manager after acting in the position 
for a short time following the departure of our previous manager, Patric 
O’Callaghan. 

Danny comes to us with a background of business experience 
throughout his career, including with a number of not-for-profit 
organisations supported by volunteers.  Danny has a Bachelor of 
Business Degree, majoring in Marketing. 

Welcome to the Motor Museum Family Danny. 

______________________________ 

 

Father’s Day at the Motor Museum of 
Western Australia, A Roaring Success 

Despite the miserable wet and cold weather, it trurned out to be a 
bumper day for visitors with an increase over Father’s Day last year of 
some 18%. Revenue was also up by 29% over the same day in 2024. 
 
So a big thank you to those volunteers who gave up time with their 
families to come in and help out on the day. 

______________________________ 

 

Tarmac West at Whiteman Park 
 

 
 
Day one (18th September, 2025) of the Lance East Exotics Tarmac 
West was held at Whiteman Park with the Motor Museum of Western 
Australia a prime location to take in all the action. 
 
In total, there were seven stages on day one; with four taking place in 
Whiteman Park (SS1-SS4) before moving into Ellenbrook later that 
day, where 45 rally cars were seen racing the clock.  
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Volunteers at Work 

  
Rob Barwick and Nick Rykers maintaining our HG Holden.  
Nick as usual, is buried bum-up, head-down under the 
bonnet. 

 

Maurice McGregor jacking up the rear wheels of our Ford 
T in case it decided to leap forward in gear (as it is prone to 

do). 

  
Spike Spinkens and Mike Rooney solving a thorny problem. Peter Taylor with the bookshelf he constructed to display 

motor manuals. 
 

 

 
Alan Thompson   posing with a Daniel Ricciardo sign from 
our merchandise range to promote a competition for 
seniors in November. 

It takes two to push an Austin 7? 
 
                                         Continued next page… 
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Peter Taylor and Martin Harban with a newly acquired 
petrol pump donated by the Western Australian Museum 
and ready for restoration. 

 

Friday volunteers checking out our Silver Shadow for an 
alleged fuel smell. Needless to say, it’s a Roller and it was 
found to be innocent of such an offence. 

 
  

Jake Rutherford presenting the new garage signs in 
readiness for our Fathers’ Day sale. 

 

Jake with a model bowling game hand crafted for him by 
our ever-resourceful Martin Harban. 

 
 

Butter Cup getting its yearly roadworthy check and run in 
the sun. 

Dave Fortune sprucing up one of our latest exhibits, a very 
nice 1948 P3 Rover. 
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Warren McEvoy, Peter Martin and Steve Graham 
measuring and marking out footings for the new roof 
planned for Volunteers’ Way. 
 

Ken Devine with his very nice Austin A40 Devon which is 
now on display in the Brockwell Hall. 

   
Rob de Burgh changing a tyre on the popular little red 
Ford 

Friend of the musuem, Barry, is seen here taking a 
photo of Neil sitting in a 1929 Buick.  

______________________________ 

 

A Special Visit  

On August 31, we welcomed the Hyundai N 
Australia enthusiasts to the Motor Museum. The 
visit was part of Hyundai N enthusiasts’ big 
weekend with 100 members taking part.   We 
opened early on the day to accommodate their tight 
itinerary. Eighty enthusiasts came through our 
door taking advantage of our generous group 
discount. 
 
N is the performance arm of Hyundai’s Namyang- 

based N division that produces a line of high-performance vehicles designed for both everyday driving and 
track performance, featuring models like the i30 N, Veloster N, and Elantra N. 
 

The N series variant was established in 2012, named after the Namyang district in South Korea (where 
Hyundai's R&D centre is located) and the Nürburgring racetrack in Germany where these vehicles are 
extensively tested. The N series are designed to deliver unique driving experiences, combining sporty 
performance with everyday usability.  
 

From the feedback we received, the visit to Whiteman Park and our Museum was a huge success. 
 

______________________________ 

Since light travels faster than sound, some people appear bright  

until you hear them speak. 

______________________________ 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hyundai_N
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hyundai_N
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hyundai_N
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hyundai_N
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From our Blair Allsopp Model Collection  
by Rob Walker 

1940 Auto Avia Costruzion 815 
 

 
 
This superb model is by Brumm of Italy. The diecast model is 1:43 scale and represents a significant moment 
in Enzo Ferrari’s career. The model is part of our extensive Blair Allsopp collection and is on display in the 
Ricciardo Hall. 

 
Details of the actual car (Source: Classic Driver website classicdriver.com). 
The creation of the car was the result of a visit in December 1939 from the young Alberto Ascari, who wanted 
Ferrari to build two sports cars for the 1940 Mille Miglia – one for himself (the pictured car), and one for his 
friend, who went by the wonderful name of Marchese Lotario Rangoni Machiavelli di Modena. Enzo Ferrari 
agreed; and his decision was a gesture aimed not only at Alfa, but also at Maserati, which thanks to the Orsi 
family’s cash injection was being shifted to Modena, Enzo’s home territory. It was a move that must have 
infuriated Ferrari. 
 
Since the Mille Miglia was scheduled for 28 April, they had just four months to create two racing cars from 
scratch. For this reason, and also because the regulations demanded that a production car chassis form the 
basis of the racer, the new cars were based on the Fiat 508C Ballila. The main problem was that the Ballila’s 
engine was far too small. So, Alberto Massimino, a highly experienced designer, came up with the plan of 
building a straight-eight engine block and topping it with a pair of modified Fiat Ballila cylinder heads. The 
new car’s name, 815, refers to the engine’s 8 cylinders and 1.5-litre capacity. Meanwhile, the open-topped, 
large-grilled bodywork with its ultra-modern Plexiglas windscreen was styled by Carrozzeria Touring 
Superleggera, and the cars rode on Borrani wire wheels. 
 
The potential of the cars was proved in the Mille Miglia itself, as both led the 1500cc class before suffering 
mechanical problems that forced them to withdraw. Hardly surprising when only four months previously the 
two racers had been nothing but a twinkle in Enzo’s eye. They were 
clearly worthy of further development, but Italy’s rapid entry into the on-
going war put paid to any such plans. By 1945 Enzo was free to develop 
cars with his own name; the first being the famous Ferrari 125 S. While 
the official first Ferrari, the 125 S, was far more sophisticated than the 
815, there’s little doubt that Enzo learnt a great deal from his act of 
defiance and the ‘secret’ Ferrari of 1940. Only one of the two Auto Avio 
815s still survives; the very first car built for Ascari. It now resides in the 
outstanding Righini Collection housed in a 15th Century castle near 
Modena in Italy.  
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A Journey Through Time: The Land Rover Story 
Born out of necessity and innovation, Land Rover has evolved over the decades into an iconic brand that stands 
for rugged capability, luxury, and adventure.  

The Land Rover story begins shortly after World War II in 1947. Maurice Wilks, the chief designer at the Rover 
Company, was inspired to create a versatile, all-terrain vehicle that could serve both on the farm and as a 
recreational vehicle. In 1947, the first Land Rover prototype, known as the “Centre Steer,” was built. This 
vehicle laid the foundation for what would become the Land Rover brand. 

The first production of Land Rover, the Series I, made its debut at the Amsterdam Motor Show in 1948. With 
its distinctive boxy design, robust chassis, and four-wheel-drive capabilities, the Series I was an instant 
success. It was initially offered in two versions, an 80-inch wheelbase, and an 86-inch wheelbase, and it quickly 
gained a reputation for its durability and versatility. 

Building on the success of Series I, Land Rover introduced Series II in 1958. This model featured more refined 
styling, improved handling, and a wider range of body styles. Additionally, the Forward Control version was 
introduced, featuring a cab-over design, which proved popular for commercial use. 

In 1970, Land Rover took a bold step into the luxury SUV market The Range Rover combined the brand’s off-
road prowess with a high level of comfort and luxury, setting the stage for the modern luxury SUV segment. It 
was also the first SUV to feature permanent four-wheel drive and a V8 engine. 

One of Land Rover’s most iconic models, the Defender, was introduced in 1983 as a successor to the Series III. 
The Defender was renowned for its rugged design, unmatched off-road capabilities, and its ability to traverse 
the harshest terrains. It became a symbol of exploration and adventure worldwide. 

The 1990s saw the introduction of the Land Rover Discovery and Freelander. The Discovery offered a more 
family-friendly and comfortable alternative to the Defender, while the Freelander targeted the emerging 
compact SUV market. 

In 2008, Tata Motors acquired Land Rover, securing the brand’s future and allowing for further expansion 
and innovation. Land Rover continued to innovate with the introduction of the Range Rover Sport, the 
Discovery Sport, and the all-new Defender in the 2010s. The new Defender retained its legendary off-road 
capabilities while incorporating modern technology and comfort features. 

In recent years, Land Rover has committed to 
sustainability by announcing its plans to electrify its 
entire vehicle line-up. The introduction of the all-electric 
Range Rover and hybrid options for existing models 
reflects Land Rover’s dedication to reducing its 
environmental impact while maintaining its reputation 
for excellence. Through the decades, Land Rover has 
consistently pushed the boundaries of what’s possible in 
today’s world of off-road vehicles. 
 
 
Left: The Motor Museum’s 1953 Series One Land Rover. 

 

______________________________ 

 

https://justlandrovers.com/listing-category/series-1/
https://justlandrovers.com/listing-category/series-2/
https://justlandrovers.com/listing-category/range-rover/
https://justlandrovers.com/listing-category/discovery/
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Pictured left is a group of students from Macallan 
College (studying automotive technology) who paid 
us a visit in August as part of their curriculum. 

______________________________ 

Can you help? 
 

   
Greetings Len, my fellow car archaeologists in the country have discovered this unusual car (shooting wagon 
1930s?) and chassis combination on a farm and are intrigued as to quite what car body has been ‘sticky 
taped’ down onto this Daihatsu chassis.  Perhaps one of your Motor Musings readers can help us.  Appreciate 
your help, too. 
 
The pictures show that this British (?) saloon car body has been deposited onto the bare chassis of a 
Daihatsu light truck - all of which is very rusty but much has been painted over. Can anyone ID what car 
body this is/used to be? Many thanks, 
 
A John Parker – ajohnp2@dodo.com.au 
 
Can anyone help John come up with an answer? Ed. 

______________________________ 

  
And while we are on the subject of mystery 
vehicles 
 
I took this picture of a sad wreck while on our annual 
trip north in August. It is rusting away near old 
shearing sheds on Wooramel Station (near 
Carnarvon).  
 
Care to hazard a guess on the make and model to 
claim boasting rights? Ed. 
 

 

mailto:ajohnp2@dodo.com.au
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Volunteer Graeme MacArthur 
provided this snap of his 1971 HG 
Holden Brougham and his lovingly 
restored Globe Trotter caravan. 
 

Like Graeme, do you have a classic 
you would like to share with our 
readers?  
 
Volunteers’ contributions are 
always welcome. 

 

______________________________ 

  
Alicia Campbell generously home baked these brownies for the hard working volunteer crew on 

Fathers’ Day. Thank you Alicia! 

______________________________ 

Seeking Australian Built Beetle 
 

 

We are on the lookout for an Australian-built Volkswagen 
Beetle. 
 
If you or someone you know owns a showroom-ready Beetle, 
we’d love to hear from you. The vehicle would need to be 
available for display at the Museum for a minimum of three 
months. 
 
This is a great opportunity for proud owners to have their 
car celebrated in Western Australia’s most popular motoring 
attraction. 
 
Contact Danny if you have any leads on 08 9249 9457 or 
email manager@motormuseumwa.com.au 
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In the Pipeline – a note from our Manager 
 
We are moving into warmer days and before we know it, summer will be here. On that point, the project that 
will see a roof cover erected between the Brockwell & Ricciardo Halls, is now at final quotation stage. 
 
You may see a group of engineers carry out a ground survey in 2 weeks’ time, which will establish what needs 
to be done in preparation for the footings that will be dug to support the peers for the roof. That will conclude 
the exploratory work and we will then go to Lotterywest to apply for a grant to assist with the construction and 
erection of the roof – I will provide an update as we progress, however we are well on the way to the roof 
becoming a reality. 
 
The retractable doors that have been proposed for the RAC room, have also progressed, with a final quote 
being completed for the construction work to be carried out in removing the current wall and preparing for 
installation of the door. 
 
Once complete, the RAC room will open into the Museum, providing a unique training, meeting & event space 
for the Museum and our many partners. Like the roof cover, I will update all as we progress. 
We are due to have the Big Ass fans serviced which will take place over the next 4 – 6 weeks, which will require 
the use of scissor lifts to reach the fans and several technicians to carry out the work. I will let all know when 
the scheduled service dates will be. 
 
A quick thank you to all our valued sponsors for your ongoing commitment and dedication to the Museum.  
 
We also acknowledge the hard work of everyone who helps make the Museum one of Perth’s premier 
attractions – it’s you, our volunteers, who make the difference. Your passion and contribution continue to 
drive the success of the Museum. 
 
Danny Ganon 

______________________________ 

Museum Volunteers Celebrated 
 
Each quarter, museum volunteers come together to celebrate their hard work and achievements. At the most 
recent gathering in September, while the sausages were sizzling, volunteers caught up along Volunteer Way 
before moving into the RAC Learning Hub where food, drinks, and good company flowed freely. 
 
A big thank you to everyone who joined us for the evening. Our next volunteer celebration will be held in 
December as we wrap up the year and get into the Christmas spirit! The date will be announced soon — in the 
meantime, enjoy a few photos from the night. 
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Welcome to all new volunteers: 

For Sale 
-A selection of quality scale models 

-A range of motoring fashion clothing and motoring memorabilia.  

-Code 404 and C4C number plate identification for concessional license – Plates $11.00 each, 
Stickers $7.50 each. 

-A selection of surplus motor manuals at $5.00 each and magazine bundles at $2.00 each. 

-Mothers Car Care Products 

 

Wanted 
Volunteers’ stories and recollections to share in Museum Musings.  

Coming Events 

Every Thursday - Chrome Bumper Group Coffee Run 

5 October – Curtin FM Radio Car Show.  
19 October - Guildford Heritage Festival, Stirling Gardens, Guildford. 
 

 

The Motor Museum’s reference library is open to car clubs, motoring enthusiasts and historians. 

In excess of 25,000 motoring publications are available for research purposes. Photocopying is 

available at a small charge. The library is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays between 10.30am and 

3.00pm and prior bookings are essential. Bookings can be made by telephoning 9249 9457. 

  

Avoid Covid and Influenza        

Practice good hand hygiene and stay safe 

 

Support our Sponsors 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can contribute to Museum Musings with your ideas for content by emailing                                              

the editor Len Douglas at "lenjoy@westnet.com.au"                                                                           

Website: www.motormuseumwa.com.au  

 

 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwi2yq235ITRAhUINrwKHYM2AiwQjRwIBw&url=http://www.swanvalley.com.au/Lists/Business/Whiteman_Park&psig=AFQjCNHxDhQIYbF2ijPXgLvWPbMFCUXiuA&ust=1482392471353625
mailto:lenjoy@westnet.com.au
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiM3PeP5ITRAhXBv7wKHcJFCNkQjRwIBw&url=http://www.pertharena.com.au/Partners/RAC.aspx&psig=AFQjCNEf_uA1E4-v4BAvCTABwMpTSr_KuA&ust=1482392377305311

