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Stage two of the mural at the front of
our Museum has now been
completed

Ellenbrook Secondary College Year 10 students have again
partnered with the Motor Museum to bring another burst
of creativity and colour to our entrance. Building on the
success of last year’s mural, which was created in
collaboration with the college’s Visual Arts Department,
students recently completed stage two of the partnership
by painting a new vehicle mural on the left side of the
Museum’s entrance.

The artwork is designed to represent the many vehicles
and memorabilia we have on display, providing a unique
facade and a glimpse of what to expect inside.

The work took place on Friday, 13th June and Wednesday
18th June and both days were marked by periods of heavy
rainfall, presenting a real challenge for the young artists.
But despite the unpredictable weather, their perseverance
shone through, with both students and teachers
commitment to the task. Their determination to work
through the wintery conditions was testament to their
dedication to the project.




Page: 2

Vale Cliff Bytfield

Sadly, the person we treasured as a great friend of the Motor Museum passed away peacefully
on July 12 aged102.

Cliff was truly an extraordinary person. His love for the
Motor Museum and its volunteers was unwavering.
Many volunteers will fondly remember the familiar
sight of Cliff arriving with shopping bags full of
biscuits—his way of showing appreciation for the care
and attention we give to his beloved vehicles. Cliff was
a legend in the classic car movement for his unique
designs and brilliant skills in custom body building for
classic vehicles.

In April 2023 the Motor Museum was delighted to host

a birthday celebration for Cliff on achieving the

milestone of his 100t birthday. The celebration was

held in the Ricciardo Hall and was attended by our

volunteers and Cliff's many friends and family. Such was the occasion that Chanel 2 was on
hand to film the celebration for inclusion in a news segment. A large caricature of Cliff, (The
Alchemist) penned by Rod Waller celebrating his 100t birthday, is displayed alongside Cliff’s
Mk V Jaguar at the Museum.

We cherish the opportunity to share Cliff’s story—his craftsmanship, his generosity, and his
incredible life with the thousands of visitors who come through our doors. His artistry lives on
with his three stunningly beautiful hand crafted cars we have on display. They are: a 2003 V12
Jaguar (nicknamed butter cup because of its yellow paint), a 1951 Mk V Jaguar and a 1947 Riley
Tourer. Each one is testament to his remarkable coach building talent and dedication. We are
fortunate to have ownership of Buttercup through a generous donation by Cliff and his late wife
Jean. Many other examples of Cliff’s custom car builds reside with collectors across the
country.

Cliff’s life story is quite remarkable. In the late 1930's he was an apprentice coachbuilder, but
with the onset of the Second World War he enlisted in the Royal Australian Air Force and was
shipped off to the European theatre. He served in Lancaster Bombers out of Britain and was
extremely fortunate to survive 30 missions. Sadly, many young men who served with Cliff did
not return home. After concluding his military service, he returned to Perth and, after some
studies in architecture, resumed and completed his coach building apprenticeship. It wasn't
long before he started his own workshop specializing in building one-off truck cabs and
employing over 15 people. While panel beating and metal shaping have been his primary
vocation he was also a talented wood worker, designing and constructing furniture, as well as
making musical instruments, including a full size harp for his wife Jean. In retirement, while
still working on his own projects, Cliff took the opportunity to teach manual arts to high school
students.

The one-off vehicles produced by Cliff are truly unique and world class. The three we have on
display draw admiration from our visitors and are among the most photographed by them.
Remarkably, the Riley body was completed when Cliff was well into in his nineties and even
more remarkable, Cliff was still working on projects in his workshop until quite recently. Cliff
was certainly a true master craftsman.

The world has lost a master craftsman, but his legacy lives on.

Left: The three Byfield cars on display at the
Museum.
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Farewell to Ron Powell, John Roberts and Ruth Ireland

Volunteer Ron Powell has pulled up stakes as a volunteer after a remarkable 26 years with the
Motor Museum. Ron’s contribution to the Motor Museum over many years has been
outstanding and memorable. One of the many jobs that Ron took on was the meticulous task of
producing identification tags for our vast collection of scale models. In 2019 ill health resulted
in Ron being unable able to volunteer at the Museum, but such was Ron’s dedication that he
carried on working from home to help with the cataloguing of motoring publications for our
library.

John Roberts has retired as a volunteer after 10 years. John was a long-serving, dedicated and
respected member of the Friday crew. Unfortunately John’s decision to leave us came about
because of some recent health issues. John is a keen Holden enthusiast having owned a 48-215
(FX) and FJ sedan. John is also a regular with the Chrome Bumper Coffee Group.

Ruth Ireland was another long serving volunteer who retired after seven years with us. Ruth was
a regular Thursday volunteer with a keen interest in motorcycles. Ruth took on custodian of
Daniel Ricciardo’s Formula 1 RB 10 and was fastidious in making sure that the race car was
always a clean and presentable exhibit. Ruth delighted in telling visitors about RB10 and
Daniel’s story to fame; often taking pictures for visitors so they could take away a memory of
the occasion.

We also say goodbye to Manager Patric O’Callaghan

Patric has left us after six productive years at the helm. Patric joined us in 2019 bringing with
him a wealth of managerial and organisational experience spanning more than 30 years.

That experience certainly came to the fore over the time Patric spent with us. His astute
marketing strategies and managerial skills have seen us now ranked as a word-class attraction
and arguably one of the best of its kind, providing an extraordinary experience for our visitors.

We say thank you Patric with our best wishes for your future endeavours.

Welcome Danny Ganon

As we say goodbye to Patric we also welcome Danny Ganon. Danny has stepped in to act as
manager in the interim period until a new permanent manager is appointed to replace Patric.

Like Patric, Danny comes to us with a wealth of experience gained from his involvement in the
various business activities he has been associated with throughout his career, including a
number of not-for-profit organisations that are supported by volunteers.

Danny has a Bachelor of Business Degree, Majoring in Marketing.
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New Exhibits

produced worldwide.

2019 Ferrari Pista Piloti

The Ferrari Piloti is the work of Ferrari's
Tailor Made division and features a racing
livery inspired by AF Corse's #51 488 GTE
race car. The Italian flag motif flows
throughout the entire car, from the
exterior livery, to the seat backs and even
the edges of the paddle shifters.

This 488 Piloti is a limited edition track
focussed supercar and was created to
celebrate Ferrari’s victory in the 2017 FAI
World endurance Champion
Championship. Only 40 units were

1974 Toyota Celica

The Celica name derives from
the Latin word coelica meaning heavenly
or celestial. Produced across seven
generations, the Celica was powered by
various four-cylinder engines, and body
styles and included convertibles, lift-
backs, and notchback coupé.

The car was aimed at the North American
market and was Toyota's response to the
1964Y2 Ford Mustang (Pony car) which
was also based on the standard sedan
with stylized 2+2 bodywork. The car was
well built, reliable and proved to be
popular on the Australian market.

Chevrolet Corvette Indy
Pace Car

The black and metallic silver
Corvette was powered by a 350-
cubic-inch overhead valve V8§
engine which could produce 220
horsepower at 5,200 RPM.

The Corvette was already in its 25th
year of production when, in 1978, it
served for the first time as the pace
car for the Indianapolis 500.
Chevrolet had originally planned to
build 2,500 replicas, but after it was
used as the pace car for the 1978
race orders topped out at around
7,000.
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Volunteers at work

David Fortune at the reception desk

A relaxed Peter Totterdell and Kel Watkins

Murray Hale retrieving the flag on closing.

John Rainbow looking after the Scalextric track

Nick Rykers and Keith English working on
the Toyota Land Cruiser

On July 21 Nicole
Taylor from the
Department of
Transport presented
the Motor Museum
with three Christmas
Island Motor Cycle
registration plates on
behalf of the Federal
Government along
with the appropriate
“Authority to Display” documentation.

Nicole Taylor (Peter Taylor’s Daughter) is pictured
above with Patric O’Callaghan and Peter presenting
the plates to the Museum.
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Police Driver Training
By Volunteer John Dyball

Just a quick story from when I did Police Driver Training at the Caversham Airfield and
Wanneroo Speedway.

It was around early 1980 and I had joined the Police Traffic Branch, known as the RTA (Road
Traffic Authority), to drive fast cars. Driver control was undertaken on the Caversham airstrip
which was all gravel. Speed weaves, emergency braking emergency turns etc. The instructor
would tell us to get up to speed with cross junctions appearing every now and then, and at the
last minute he’d say “LEFT” or “RIGHT”. You had to wash off as much speed as possible in a
straight line, foot off the brake then turn into the corner, click into second gear, power on and
correct any under steer.

The high speed driver training was conducted at Wanneroo Raceway. We had four 5.8 litre Ford
Falcons, two XDs that were 4 speed manual and two XC’s that were 3 speed automatic. They
called this the GT course and if you wanted to drive the big 351’s you had to pass, if not you
could only drive the 302 Fords. After the cars were evaluated by “Driver Training”, they went
into general service.

I now own RTA026, with the call sign Tango127. I bought it from government auctions in 1981.
This was my police car that only a few of us were allowed to drive. It went from driver training
to highway patrol and general service at Perth Traffic. It was retired in 1981 at 122,000 km. It
now has about 470,000km on the clock and still has its matching numbers and original 5.8
Cleveland 2v engine. It also has its police upgrade option with FMX transmission, 9 inch diff
and a long range fuel tank. I have since had the car repainted from its original white to Ford
colour “Pine N Lime”.

Two cars lined up on the start line. RTA 026 is Pictured at the Museum with my XC Ford
on the left. Falcon.

Do you have a story for Museum Musings that would be of interest to other volunteers; or
perhaps something you experienced while volunteering that you would like to share?
Volunteers’ contributions to the Musings are always welcomed. Ed.
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Our new website in the making

On Thursday July 3 a photo shoot was arranged by our Marketing
Coordinator, Naomi Fuller, to showcase our Museum to the world
in a revamped website being developed. We were fortunate to have
Tony Davies from Dynamic Pitstop to be our photographer on the
day.

With thanks to our volunteers and members of the public who took
the time to take part.

Below are photographs taken for the new website:
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Volunteer in Profile

Left: Jake Rutherford is a popular member of our
Tuesday crew and attends with his carer John Tompsitt.
Jake enjoys his day at the Museum and keeps the crew
entertained with his bowling prowess and latest scores.

Jake is also a keen Matilda fan and is pictured here with
his Matilda’s scarf. Jake also supports the Socceroos and
was looking forward to their contest with Japan in June.
Jake was taking part in a social media post organised by
our Marketing Coordinator, Naomi Fuller.

Jake recently took possession of a new motorised
wheelchair and has been practicing his driving skills
around the tight corners at the Museum.

In case you missed it!

This article, featuring our mural on the end wall of the Brockwell Hall, appeared in the
Winter Edition of the RAC’s Horizons’ Magazine.

It's good to take your loved classic for a long drive occasionally to help clear
out the cobwebs

Only doing short trips with your pride and joy fails to give parts a decent workout at a healthy
operating temperature — something it really needs.

A cold engine is more susceptible to wear, and although you don't need to sit with it idling to
warm it up, it does require a few kilometres of driving to get to an optimal operating
temperature. Continuing to drive, especially at constant open-road speeds, will help burn off
any water or fuel that might be in the oil system. It will get the cooling system flowing fully, and
potentially burn off carbon build-up that might be in the cylinder head.
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The Dream Car at the bottom of the Atlantic

In 1956 the SS Andrea Doria, a luxury Italian ocean liner carrying over a thousand passengers,
was sailing from Italy to New York when another ship, the MS Stockholm, collided with it.
Because of the ships age, the SS Andrea Doria capsized and unfortunately 50 of its passengers
perished. The ship was also carrying a concept car that never had the chance to meet the public
eye.

Sitting at the bottom of the Atlantic, off the coast of Nantucket USA, lies the remnants of the

Chrysler Norseman. Chrysler had invested $200,000 into the car, which was meant to be a

futuristic idea, having more structural integrity, larger windows, more electrics and a modern
design.

In 1994 the car was
found by a diver but
was never recovered.
The Norseman remains
resting at the bottom of
the ocean.

Chrome Bumper Croup Outing

On July 17 the Museum’s Chrome Bumper Group travelled in convoy to the Jennacubine Tavern
for lunch. The meal was excellent and thoroughly recommended.

Jennacubine is located 120 kms from Perth and about a 90 minute run for our classics.
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The Ford Falcon we almost didn’t have

The much-loved Australian Ford Falcon almost never existed. Here’s how a 1958 visit by a small
team of Aussie Ford executives to HQ in Detroit changed the course of Australian motoring
history.

Two names stand tall in Australian automotive greatness —

Holden Commodore and Ford Falcon. For nearly 40 years the

two Aussie icons fought it out for sales supremacy and for the

right to be called ‘Australia’s favourite car’. Their battle wasn’t

limited to dealerships, with the Blue versus Red war waged on

Australia’s racetracks too, making household names out of its

loyal combatants. Allan Moffat and Dick Johnson flew the

Ford flag while Holden stalwarts Peter Brock and Craig Lowndes led the General’s army of loyal
followers. And yet, the Ford Falcon as we know it and remember it today, almost didn’t happen.

Ford Australia’s executive team were shown the new car, still only in clay model and mock-up
form at that stage and were immediately smitten. Not just by the Falcon’s contemporary styling
and size, but also production costs. The Falcon was so obviously cheaper to build than the
English Zephyr and a greater rival for the Holden, that the decision was made virtually on 10
July, 1958 to invest in a new plant and facilities to build the Falcon in Australia.

The US-designed Ford Falcon formed the basis of Australia’s own Falcon for 10 years. By 1959,
Ford’s new assembly plant in Broadmeadows on the outskirts of Melbourne was completed and
production began on the first Australian-made Falcon. Launched in September, 1960, the XK
Falcon arrived to much fanfare and optimism and early sales elevated the Blue Oval’'s market
share to 19.4 per cent. However the XK Falcon was plagued by reliability issues when it was
launched in 1960. And it soon developed a poor reputation. Prone to suspension failures, among
other issues, Ford’s newest baby was swamped under an avalanche of warranty claims.

Cruelly dubbed the ‘foul can’, the XK’s very existence teetered on the brink until Detroit agreed
to underwrite the costs of developing components more suited to Australian conditions. The XL
Falcon followed in 1962, righting the ills of its predecessor. Here, finally, was a Ford built for
Australian conditions. Winning the 1962 Armstrong 500 at Phillip Island, the precursor to the
Great Race at Bathurst, cemented its reputation. The Falcon had found its wings.

The Ford Zephyr and its more upmarket Zodiac sibling continued to be assembled in Australia
and sold alongside the Falcon until 1966. But fearful of effecting Falcon sales, Australia bid
farewell to the British Fords with only a handful of the V6-powered Zodiacs ever making their
way down under, providing a glimpse into an alternative future where the Falcon never existed
and Ford’s local hopes hinged on the best that Britain could muster.

The Falcon’s legacy was built through seven successive generations and 57 years of continuous
production, making it the longest-running nameplate in Australian automotive history and one
of the most enduring models in the world. But for a begging mission to Detroit in 1958, the
course of Australian automotive history could have looked vastly different. Commodore versus
Zephyr just doesn’t have the same ring to it.

Sadly, the last Ford Falcon rolled
off the Broadmeadows production
line on 7th October 2016 ending
91 years of Australian-built Fords.

Left: Ford workers send- off the
last Falcon utes on the
Broadmeadows production line.
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Welcome to all new volunteers:

For Sale

-A selection of quality scale models
-A range of motoring fashion clothing and motoring memorabilia.

-Code 404 and C4C number plate identification for concessional license — Plates $11.00 each,
Stickers $7.50 each.

-A selection of surplus motor manuals at $5.00 each
- Motoring publications at bargain prices
-Mothers Car Care Products

Wanted

Volunteers’ stories and recollections to share in Museum Musings.

Coming Events

Every Thursday - Chrome Bumper Group Coffee Run.

18-22 August- Classic Touring Group Geraldton.

7 September — Father’s Day Hot Rod Show, Point Street, Fremantle.
21 September — Bindoon Historic Vehicle Day.

28 September - Rotary Classic Car Show, Wesley College, Como.

29 September to 5 October - Lake Perkolilli Red Dust Revival.

5 October — Curtin FM Radio Car Show.

19 October - Guildford Heritage Festival, Stirling Gardens, Guildford.

The Motor Museum’s reference library is open to car clubs, motoring enthusiasts and historians.
In excess of 25,000 motoring publications are available for research purposes. Photocopying is
available at a small charge. The library is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays between 10.30am
and 3.00pm and prior bookings are essential. Bookings can be made by telephoning 9249 9457.

Avoid Covid and Influenza
Practice good hand hygiene and stay safe

Support our Sponsors

You can contribute to Museum Musings with your ideas for content by emailing
the editor Len Douglas at "lenjoy@westnet.com.au"
Website: www.motormuseumwa.com.au




