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Located at Whiteman Park,
Perth, Western Australia

65th Anniversary of the Mercedes-Benz
Club of WA included a visit to the Motor
Museum

The Mercedes-Benz Club of WA, formed in 1960, is
considered the oldest Mercedes-Benz club in Australia. It is

Mus eum also the third oldest in the world after the US and the UK.

Mu Sin S To celebrate the 65 year milestone the Club kicked off a
g number of events with a retro-styled lunch at the Motor
Museum’s RAC Learning Hub on May 19.

A As a back-drop, we hosted a display featuring a selection of
iconic Mercedes-Benz vehicles highlighting the brand’s
evolution over the years. Included in the special display was

NeWSIGtter the replica 1886 Benz Patent-Motorwagen that currently

forms part of our every-day display.
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Museum of
WA

Volunteers
& Friends

Above: The Mercedes Benz display with
the 1886 Benz Patent-Motorwagen
(insert).
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Visiting Car Clubs taking advantage of the Council of
Motoring Club’s “M” Shelter

The Corvette WA Club
visited on Sunday April 6.

In April the Morris Car
Club of WA hosted the
Morris Minor National
Rally and took
advantage of M Shelter
and a visit to the
Museum.

The Council of Motoring Clubs’ (CMC) “M” Shelter and Picnic Area are located adjacent to the
Museum. Motoring clubs are able to reserve the shelter by calling the Motor Museum directly
on 08 92499457. The CMC will cover the booking cost of $100 for clubs that are currently
financial members of the CMC.

Visiting car clubs using the shelter also receive a discounted entry fee into the Motor Museum.
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Volunteers at Work

Above: Martin Harban working on his photo board project.

Left: Maurice McGregor and Harold
Hitchcock loading 750 kilos of used
batteries for recycling.

Just to be clear, that’s the weight of
the batteries not the volunteers!

Below: Nick Rykers and Rob de Burg
placing parking signs in the
volunteers’ covered car park

Above: Rob deBurg and David Fortune placing Biante
models in our new dust proof cabinets
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New Exhibits
1926 Citroen Type C

The 5 HP Citroén Type Cwas a light car
made by the French Citroén car company
between 1922 and 1926. Almost 81,000 units
were made. Known as a Citroén sHP
or 5CV in France and the 7.5HP in Britain, it
was the second model of an automobile
designed and marketed by André Citroén,
between 1922 and 1926. It followed the
10HP "Type A" (1919), then 10HP "B2"
(1921). They were the first European mass-
produced cars.

The first colour
was a pale
"grapefruit" yellow

which earned it the nickname "petite citron" (little lemon).

The car looks somewhat like the BRUM CAR from the British
children’s television series and is proving to be popular with visiting

children.

Mickey Thompson’s 1969 Ford
Mustang Mach 1 - record setter.

Restored to its original condition, the car
is a time capsule of the early days of the
Funny Car era.

The power plant is a nitro-methane
burner with an OHC high-riser double
lopey-cam delivering an impressive
1500hp. The car achieved a personal
record of 6.96 seconds at 207 mph at the
AHRA Spring Nationals in Bristol,
Tennessee, USA.

The car won 92% of its races including the US & Spring Nationals

Perkolilli Display

The 1932 Ford V8 Cranston Special, previously
part of the Lake Perkolilli display, has been
replaced with this 1931 Ford A ute.

The Cranston Special is away being prepared for
this year’s Perkolilli round of racing.
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National Volunteer’ Week

Pictured above are Gary Stevens (with pedal cars) and Martin Harban (cleaning models) taking
part in a photo shoot for the National Volunteer Week Celebrations held in May. (No! Gary is
not the one in the J40 pedal car)

Government House Open Weekend April 13-14.

The Motor Museum’s Rolls Royce Phantom was the number one state car
that safely carried members of the Royal Family, Governors General,
State Governors and numerous other dignitaries over 67,000 kilometres.
It was back in residence for the Government House weekend opening.
Martin Harban is pictured keeping the Roller spic and span while it was
on display.

You know you've reached middle age when you're cautioned to slow
down by your doctor, instead of by the police.
—Joan Rivers
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During April we hosted children from “The Tall Tree Outside

School Care”
It was pleasing to receive this glowing report of the visit on Facebook.

Revving up the fun at the Motor
Museum of Western Australia-
where history meets horsepower
Today’s excursion is definitely one
for the books! Our young learners
stepped into a world of vintage
cars, motorcycles, and unique
automobile history, their curiosity
sparked and their imaginations ran
wild. From classic vehicles that tell
the story of transportation’s
evolution to interactive displays
that bring history to life, the
museum offered a perfect blend of
education and entertainment.

Our young learners got the chance
to explore different eras of motoring, learning about the innovation and engineering behind the
machines that shaped the way we travel today. They had engaging activities and knowledgeable
guides which made this excursion both informative and fun. It was fantastic opportunity for young
minds to expand their knowledge, ask questions, and develop an appreciation for the fascinating
world of motor vehicles. Plus, the excitement of seeing rare and impressive cars up close made it a
day to remember!

Did you know that the Nissan Motor Corporation started out as
Jidosha-Seizo Kabushiki-Kaisha?

In December, 1933 “Jidosha-Seizo Kabushiki-Kaisha” which translates as “Automobile
Manufacturing Co., Ltd.” in English, was founded in Japan. In June 1934, the company
changed its name to the Nissan Motor Company.

Until 1983, Nissan vehicles in most export markets were sold under the Datsun brand. In 1984
the Datsun brand was phased out and the Nissan brand was phased in. Some cars in 1984 had
both the Datsun and Nissan branding on them and in 1985 the Datsun name was completely
dropped. However, in July 2013, Nissan relaunched Datsun as a brand targeted at emerging
markets, but due to sluggish sales, Nissan ended sales of Datsun-badged vehicles in 2022.

From our Manager

A BIG thank you to the volunteers who came in over the Easter break from Good Friday to
Easter Monday and gave up family time to ensure we were able to operate effectively with a
welcomed increase in visitors through our door. We have steadily increased both our door sales
and visitor numbers over the last 3 years across those 4 days of Easter. Our revenue increased by
23.5% and visitations increased by 21.5% over last year’s Easter period. This is a very positive
result in the current environment. Thank you to all for what you do!

Patric O Callaghan
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What are our customers saying on Trip Advisor about their visit
to the Motor Museum?

Here are just a few examples:

Hamilton, New Zealand

Motor Museum in WA well worth the visit

My husband and I were in Perth for the Supercars and had been told that this museum is a must
see for vehicle enthusiasts. This is amazing. So many vehicles and model cars. Well worth the
trip

Oulu, Finland

What an amazing collection of cars, motorbikes and motoring memorabilia. They staff are very
knowledgeable on all aspects of the collection and more than happy to share information and
helpful hints. It was a great afternoon and well worth the visit, highly recommended.

Doonside, Australia

If you like car museums and are in Perth, make sure you visit this place in Whitman Park. My
son and I went on 25th October 2024 while on a trip to Perth. We thoroughly enjoyed the
museum. So many wonderful cars, motor bikes and even race cars. They even had the same
model of my first car. We loved it.

Bohemia, NY

Great museum

Awesome cars and displays. Knowledgeable and friendly staff.
Separate buildings for older and newer cars. Lots to look at.

Melanie C

WA Motor Museum

We had some time on our hands as we headed North East from Perth. We located the Motor
Museum. It was in a great area within a parkland setting. Some amazing vehicles, an incredible
collection of model vehicles and well set out. I would highly recommend a trip to this museum

Queensland, Australia

Motor Museum of WA has an amazing array of vehicles and provides a fascinating insight into motoring
history.

Highly recommend a visit to Motor Museum of WA at Whiteman. An incredible display of
vehicles, motorcycles and insight into motoring history. Highlight was Daniel Ricciardo’s F1
racing car. The displays are in pristine condition and it’s obvious all involved have a great love
for the museum.

North Perth

Great to visit for everyone. The motor museum has so many cars and objects of interest we both
loved it, and the volunteers who run it were so knowledgeable and happy to chat. I was
pleasantly surprised by how much time we spent there, definitely worth a visit if you are a car
enthusiast or not.
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Left: David Smith and Keith Bradshaw showing off
our new gazebo and display table, resplendent with
our new logo.

Right: Rob deBurg with the Brockwell
Hall mural in the background.

Left: Harold Hitchcock, Mike Rooney,
Maurice McGregor and Nick Rykers in
Volunteers Way.

Above: Some of Nick Rykers’ innovative metal art doted around the Museum.
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Pictures from our Volunteers' BBQ held on 24 May to celebrate
National Volunteer Week.
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Museum Car in Profile — the Leyland Force 7

Intended to debut in 1975, the Leyland Force 7 was a two-door hatchback version of the
company’s P76. The P76 was Leyland’s early 1970s attempt to tackle the big three in the world
of Australian cars —Falcon, Holden and Valiant. The Force 7 was to go up against the likes of
the well-established, Falcon hardtop, Monaro and Charger.

Largely designed in Australia and using considerable local content, the P76 had potential,
starting with a good six and an excellent 4.4-litre V8 as engine options. Road tests saw it
outscore the opposition in terms of economy, accommodation and equipment. The car was fast,
handled well and did have a number of innovative design features. It even took out the 1974
Wheels Car of The Year award.

For a time the future looked bright and the company pressed ahead with plans to take on the
Monaro, Charger and Falcon coupes with its Force 7 which was to sport a Six-pot or V8 up-
market version of the P76. Unlike the opposition, the Force 7 was a hatch — a first for Australia;
with the seats folded down, there was enough room to fit a double mattress in the back!

The Force 7 was looking like a real contender in the Australian market. However this was not to
be. The P76 was being plagued with quality control issues at the time and the company
struggled to meet the demand that the early publicity had generated. Leyland killed off the
model late in 1974, unfortunately taking the Force 7 with it. It was a big ask and the P76
program was let down by a combination of rushed development and manufacturing processes,
and simple unlucky timing. But for that one brief moment in automotive history, we will never
know if the Force 7 could have become one of the big four in the Australian automotive industry.

Fifty six Force 7 hatchbacks were built and all but 10 were crushed by Leyland. One was sent to

England and another to the National Birdwood Motor Museum in South Australia. The
remaining eight were sold at auction for around
$10,000 each. Fortunately all eight remaining Force
7’s can be accounted for with the Motor Museum
fortunate to own one of the eight remaining rare
pieces of motoring history.

A Force 7 was listed for sale in 2024 at$250,000.

Left: The Museum’s Force 77 on display.
Its rarity makes it a popular exhibit, especially with
P76 enthusiasts.
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The Vintage Sports Car Club of WA (VSCC) has

opened its new clubrooms at Whiteman Park

By Bob Campbell, Vintage Metal VSCC

For some years the VSCC had been holding its meetings and gatherings at the former military
communications building on the old Caversham Airstrip. When the government declared the
area to be “bush forever”, it became clear that the club would have to move. When plans to build
a new clubhouse nearby were rejected by the City of Swan, Whiteman Park became the next site
of choice. Difficulty with after- hours access and security problems were addressed by the Park
and planning went ahead to build our new facility. The new clubrooms were designed to host up
to 100 people but not so large that it would need facilities that the club could not afford.

Earthworks were carried out in the main by the Motivation Foundation, a not-for-profit
organisation that aims to educate and develop life and employability skills for students from
diverse backgrounds. The instructors were pleased to have a training ground where they didn’t
have to restore the ground to its original state after training.

Members and friends of the VSCC helped with skills, contacts and donations to keep the build
progressing. The building is a Coastline shed kit built by Ivanhoe Enterprises with steelwork by
Shedbuild WA, both of whom worked through bad weather, COVID outbreaks and more to get
the building erected by mid-February 2023. The next stages of the build were completed mainly
by club volunteers after securing a grant from Lotterywest to cover most of the cost of the fit-
out. The grant allowed for the western half of the building to be designed as a meeting room or
a dining area for 100 people. The building has a library opening off the meeting room along with
a kitchen and accessible toilets. The eastern end contains a workshop and storage area. The
floors have been sealed with an epoxy coating with a more heavy duty covering in the workshop.

The Grand Opening of the new clubrooms was held with a morning tea on Sunday May 18.

An aerial view of the new clubrooms

Photo courtesy of Lindsay Hamersley

When you go to court you are putting yourself in the hands of twelve people who
weren't smart enough to get out of jury duty.
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[ A special get-well soon to Adrian Barnes who recently spent some time in hospital. ]

[ Our Sincere Condolences to Ken Devine on the passing of his wife Diana ]

For Sale

-A selection of quality scale models

-A range of motoring fashion clothing and motoring memorabilia.

-Code 404 and C4C number plate identification for concessional license — Plates $11.00 each,
Stickers $7.50 each.

-A selection of surplus motor manuals and publication from $5.00 each

-Mothers Car Care Products

Wanted

Volunteers’ storiesand recollections to share in Museum Musings.

Every Thursday - Chrome Bumper Group Coffee Run
29 June- VCCC Winter Auto Jumble
18-22 August- Classic Touring Group Geraldton

29 September to 5 October - Lake Perkolilli Red Dust Revival.
19 October - Guildford Heritage Festival, Stirling Gardens Guildford

The Motor Museum’s reference library is open to car clubs, motoring enthusiasts and historians.
In excess of 25,000 motoring publications are available for research purposes. Photocopying is
available at a small charge. The library is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays between 10.30am
and 3.00pm and prior bookings are essential. Bookings can be made by telephoning 9249 9457.

Covid is back
Practice good hand hygiene and stay safe

Support our Sponsors

You can contribute to Museum Musings with your ideas for content by emailing
the editor Len Douglas at "lenjoy@westnet.com.au"
Website: www.motormuseumwa.com.au




