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Located at Whiteman Park,
Perth, Western Australia

Lotterywest Boorloo Heritage
Festival

The festival is a month long celebration of the cultural and
natural heritage of Boorloo (Perth).

° This year the RAC is taking part in the festival celebrating
MuSIHgS how people of the past shaped our history and future. From

the creator of WA’s first road map, to the wonder woman
who circled the continent in her car, discover the remarkable
A stories of 18 individuals who made a lasting impact on our

state. See their stories by stepping inside and taking a walk-
through history.

Newsletter

The RAC’s exhibition includes some of its best heritage
artefacts, including a 1939 RAC Motorcycle and Patrolmen’s

for MOtor Jacket, and a complete Road Patrol suit worn by patrolman

Reg Blewett in the 1980’s.

\UABEIE000000) B he RaC exhibition is
also featuring the

W A replica 1886 Benz
which has been on

display at the Motor

3 several  functioning

& Frlends replicas of  the
original made by Karl

Patent-Motorwagen
Volunteers
Museum. It is one of
Benz.

Following the festival this rare example of 19t century
automobile innovation will be returned to the Motor Museum
for display.

The RAC exhibition is at its ground floor Neeup Exhibition
Space, 832 Wellington St, West Perth. It runs for the month of
April between 8:30am and 5:00pm daily and is free to attend.

See also page 6
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Visiting Car Clubs Taking Advantage of H Shelter and BBQ Area

Sunday February 2 - Mustang
Owners Club Australia

Monday February 10 - Triumph Sports
Owners Association of WA.

Sunday March 2 -
French and Fantastic Day

Citroen Classic Owners Club and the
Peugeot Car Club of WA took advantage of
our M Shelter along with a visit to our
Museum.

Pictured left is volunteer Peter Totterdell
accepting the generous donation of a book
for our library from the Peugeot Car Club
detailing the 1968 London to Sydney
Marathon.

Continued next page
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Sunday March 15 - The Combined
Torana Car Club of WA

Sunday March 30 -
Porsche Club of Western
Australia

Motoring clubs visiting the Motor Museum receive a discounted entry fee.

The monochrome mural on the north end of the Maurice
Brockwell Hall was completed in March.

The mural was completed with the
generous support of RAC WA.
We set out to create a mural that would honour

the legends that shaped both Western
Australia’s motoring history and our own
Museum Story. The RAC turned this vision
into reality, and over a two-week period, the
exterior of The Motor Museum was
transformed into an extraordinary canvas.
Renowned WA street artists Shakey and
ArtbyDestory took what was once a plain
corrugated outside wall and turned it into a
stunning masterpiece. An intricate work all
accomplished with spray cans.

The mural features iconic figures from WA’s motoring history, some immediately recognizable and
others whose contributions might not be as widely known but are just as significant. Among the figures
depicted are Syd Ferguson and Francis Birtles, who made their famous 1912 crossing of Australia in a
10hp Brush Motor Car; Maurice Brockwell with his beloved 1934 Studebaker who, with the support and
help of many volunteers, was instrumental in the establishment of the Motor Museum of WA; and of
course, our very own Daniel Ricciardo with his famous “shoey.”

The artists braved sweltering 40-degree days, thunderstorms and hail to complete the work.

Look out for the mural to feature in the next edition of RAC’s Horizons Magazine.
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New Exhibits

1935 Bentley 3.5 Litre Drophead Coup

The Drop Head Coup 32
Litre (later enlarged to4%a
Litres) was produced
by Bentley from 1933 to 1939.
It was presented to the public
in September 1933, shortly
after the death of Henry Royce,
and was the first new Bentley
model following Rolls-Royce's

acquisition of Bentley in

1931.

Bentley sold only the rolling
chassis with the engine,
gearbox, scuttle & radiator
ready for coach builders to
construct the body to the
buyer's requirements.

Bentleys of this era were
known as Derby Bentleys because they were built in the Rolls-Royce UK factory in Derby. From
the outset, the car was intended to compete on quality and grace rather than sporting reputation
which had been the cornerstone of the pre-1931 Bentley Company. The cars retained the famous
curved radiator shape based on earlier Bentley models, but in all meaningful respects they were
clearly Rolls-Royces.

Although chassis production ceased in 1939, a number of cars were still being bodied and
delivered during 1940. The last few were delivered and first registered in 1941.

1988 HSV VL SS Holden Group A Walkinshaw

One of the most iconic Australian built
cars of all time, the 1988 HSV VL SS
Group A Walkinshaw was the result of a
partnership between Holden and UK-
based Tom Walkinshaw Racing.

Its unique aerodynamic package was
designed to reduce drag at speed and
increase vehicle stability. The car was
built on the “win on Sunday, sell on
Monday” theory that dominated
Holden’s marketing and racing program
for decades.

Only 750 examples were built to
homologate the VL. Commodore for the
Group A racing competition.

All vehicles were powered by a Holden 4987cc V8 and were the first Holdens to have electronic
fuel injection. The engines had twin throttle-body intakes, a custom plenum and power was put
to the road via a 5-speed Borg-warner manual transmission.

All cars were finished in Panorama Silver paint and had 16-inch, five spoke alloy wheels that
were stopped by 4-wheel disc brakes — the front brakes being ventilated.

Priced at $45,000 when new, a good example on today’s market can reach $300,000.

Continued next page




Page: 5

2012 Porsche 911 Carrea S Cabriolet

This Porsche 911 is the third all-
new chassis in the model's 48-
year history. Longer but lighter,
and with a 3.8 litre- horizontally
opposed six as the base, the car
delivers exceptional handling,
and offers a seven-speed
manual based on the automated
PDK transmission. Zero to
100km/h is quoted at 4.4
seconds delivering
294kW/440Nm. The body is
more than fifty per cent
aluminium to improve road
behaviour. Top speed is quoted
at 307Kmbh.

1973 Chrysler VJXL
Charger Coup Six Pack
SOA

This special Charger was the last
E9g Charger built at Tonsley Park
in South Australia and one of
only 4 manufactured with a
302bhp 4-speed competition
engine. It was created in response
to Ford’s GTHO Phase 4.

At the time, the E49 was the
world’s most powerful production
six-cylinder engine and held the
title of  Australia’s fastest
accelerating production car for 27
years.

The E49 refers to the engine option, not the model. The letters SOA are stamped on the inner guard

(special Order Accepted).

This adorable picture was taken of the
Wutene family when they visited the
Motor Museum on April 1.




Page: 6
Volunteers at work

Left: Fred Pither and Peter Martin giving the 1886
Benz Motorwagen a spruce-up.

The replica Benz was back with us as a prime exhibit
until its next outing as an RAC exhibit at the
Lotterywest Boorloo Heritage Festival where it is on
display during April before returning to the Museum.

Right: Spike Spikins and Nick Rykers
giving the Byfield Jaguar its yearly
once-over.

Left: Barrie Nelson on front counter duty

Our recently acquired Toyota
sign has been added to
Volunteers Way

At their completion of the work to secure the
sign, the crew decided to celebrate by

performing the “Oh What a Feeling
Toyota!” high jump.

Continued next page
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Left: Neil Lanternier and Joseph Boin working on
the Blair Allsopp model collection.

Right: Peter Martin and Fred Pither painting
and preparing Naomi Fuller’s new office.

Left: David Faithful, Harold Hitchcock and Mike
Rooney positioning a motor cycle exhibit.

Right: David Faithful being interviewed by
Volunteering WA in the lead up to National
Volunteer Week in May.
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From the Blair Allsopp Model Collection by Rob Walker

1954 Mercedes-Benz W 196R Stromlinienwagen

This high quality die cast 1:18 scale model by CMC, with excellent attention to detail, is now on
display in the Mercedes Car Club cabinet in the Ricciardo Hall.

Details of the actual car (Source: Sotheby’s website).

The purpose-developed M 196 engine initially developed a robust 257 horsepower, which was
gradually improved over two seasons to 290 horsepower. The motor was positioned low in the
front compartment, canted by between 20 and 37 degrees to save space, and coupled to a rear-
mounted five-speed gearbox actuated by a single-disc dry clutch. The gearbox unusually
featured synchros in the upper four gears, while a limited-slip differential ensured superior
traction. Fuel was provided by tanks ranging in capacity from 107 to 199 litres, with
compartmented baffles that reduced sloshing issues.

Since the new formula specified so few limitations to coachwork, engineers Nallinger and
Uhlenhaut concluded that a streamlined aerodynamic body with enclosed wheels would
optimize high-speed courses, while an open-wheel grand prix body would be ideal for more
twisting circuits. Sleek and purposeful, the W 196 R’s torpedo-shaped open-wheel body was
drawn up along lines that were largely conventional for the era.

The car is one of four known complete examples mounted with the exquisite factory-built
enclosed-fender Stromlinienwagen coachwork at the conclusion of the 1955 Formula One
season. It was driven by future five-time Drivers’ Champion Juan Manuel Fangio to victory at
the 1955 Buenos Aires Grand Prix and was piloted by celebrated driver Sir Stirling Moss at the
1955 Italian Grand Prix at Monza, achieving the fastest lap.

Continued next page
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In 1965 Mercedes-Benz
donated the car to the
Indianapolis Motor Speedway
(IMS) Museum and it was then
sold at auction by Sotheby’s in
January 2024 for €51,155,000.
It was the first Streamliner-
bodied W 196 R ever offered for
private ownership.

The Nick Rykers
Workshop

In appreciation of  the
exceptional work undertaken by
Nick to establish and oversee the
operation of our workshop it has
been named in his honour.

Nick is pictured here alongside
the mounted plaque honouring
his achievement.

Well done Nick.

Our half and half Ford T has
found a new home at the
Merredin Military Museum.

The half restored Ford T had been a
long standing exhibit in our collection
for many years but was in need of some
loving care.

The Merredin Military Museum intends
to restore the T as a World War 1
military vehicle. A great outcome for
the car and for the Museum.

Left: The Ford T at the start of its
journey to Merredin.

People who think they know everything are a great annoyance to
those of us who do.
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Happy times from 1980

From L to R -Kevin Bell, Doug
McCaffery and Maurice Brockwell

Sadly, Doug and Maurice, who both
had a strong association with the
Motor Museum, are no longer with us.

Photo was
provided by
June McCaffery

Putting our best foot forward

In February, we completed the requirements to satisfy the continuation of our Australian

Quality Tourism Accreditation.

Quality Tourism Accreditation signifies that a tourism business has made a commitment to
exceeding customer expectations through best practice in service, safety, insurance, advertising
practices, risk management and business operations. These standards have been adopted by
more than 4,500 high quality tourism businesses across Australia.
When someone chooses a business with the “tick” they can expect:

e Quality

e Reliability

e Professional customer service
e Accuracy in advertising

e Sound environmental practices

e An appropriately licenced and qualified operator

e Adherence to a Code of Ethics

The accreditation required a member from the Tourism Council of Australia to visit and conduct
an assessment which we passed very convincingly!

The First Hybrid

The history of hybrid cars stretches back over 100
years. Hybrid cars are defined as any car that runs
on two sources of power. The most common
hybrid powertrain combines a petrol engine with
an electric motor.

The first hybrid car was built in the year 1899 by
engineer Ferdinand Porsche. Called the System
Lohner-Porsche Mixte, it used a petrol engine to
supply power to an electric motor that drove the
car's front wheels. The Mixte was well-received,

and over 300 were produced. However, the demand for hybrids began to wane when Henry
Ford started the first automobile assembly line in 1904. Ford's ability to produce petrol-
powered cars and offer them at low prices dramatically shrunk the hybrid vehicle market. While
hybrids were produced well into the 1910s using the Mixte's technology, most sold poorly
because they had higher prices and less power than their petrol-powered counterparts.




Page: 11
The long awaited volunteers’ carport has finally arrived

Construction of the undercover area for our volunteers’ vehicles was completed in early
February; in time for the rest of summer and the winter months ahead.

Under construction Finished

David Johnson cleaning up, including
removal of a number of leftover builder’s
tech-screws that are deadly for tyres.

Can resting your hand on the manual shifter cause damage to the

gearbox?
Verdict: Yes.

Crack open a gearbox that’s done a few kilometres, and
you will be able to tell if the driver rests their hand on
the shifter while driving. The damage isn’t to the gears
themselves, but to the parts that select the gears.

Pressure on the shifter forces these parts into each
other and wears them down. It’s best to break this habit
in case it eventually breaks something in the gearbox.
Even better, it will get both hands back on the steering
wheel.

With acknowledgment to RAC Horizons
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A new system for booking M Shelter

Our “M” shelter is to be renamed The Council of Motoring Clubs-WA “M” Shelter, located
adjacent to the Museum. It is the only shelter within Whiteman Park where vehicles can park
directly on the lawn around the shelter which is beneficial to motoring clubs and has the
capacity for 46 cars.

For clubs that are members of the Council of Motoring Clubs WA (CMC) they can reserve the
shelter by calling the Motor Museum directly on 08 92499457 and the CMC will cover the
booking cost of $100 for the shelter. This is another great example why a motoring club should
be a member of the CMC.

Porsche six-stroke engine patent

The humble internal-combustion engine has been given a makeover by Porsche and it
could mean more power and greater efficiency.

Porsche has filed a patent for a new type of
internal-combustion engine which uses six
strokes rather than four used in most car
piston engines. It is said to create more
power, improve efficiency, and reduce
emissions.

Most engines inject petrol and air, compress
the fuel, ignite the fuel, then push the spent
gases into the exhaust, with the pistons
working in a down, up, down, up movement
— or four separate motions (or strokes).

Porsche has added additional compression and ignition strokes to the process — working to
inject, compress, ignite, compress, ignite, and expel the exhaust, for a total of six strokes. This
alteration allows for a second compression and power phase, effectively doubling the
combustion events within a single cycle. Think of it as a two-times-three-stroke system, where
each piston compresses the fuel/air mixture twice, resulting in two distinct power strokes. The
internal mechanicals have also been changed compared to a typical engine, with the crankshaft
spinning inside a ring on planetary gears, with two different top-dead-centre and bottom-dead-
centre positions within the six strokes.

The patent filing is described as being a "method for a combustion machine with two times
three strokes".

While the idea of six-stroke engines has been around for at least 140 years, the complexity and
increased cost of manufacturing have meant they never became popular. But with the
increasing pressures on car makers to improve fuel economy and lower emissions, Porsche may
be exploring new ways to ensure the internal-combustion engine lives on in the 911 for as long
as it is feasible.
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For Sale

-A selection of quality scale models
-A range of motoring fashion clothing and motoring memorabilia.

-Code 404 and C4C number plate identification for concessional license — Plates $11.00 each,
Stickers $7.50 each.

-A selection of surplus motor manuals at $5.00 each
-Mothers Car Care Products

Wanted

Volunteers’ stories and recollections to share in Museum Musings.

Coming Events

Every Thursday - Chrome Bumper Group Coffee Run

12 - 13 April - Government House Open Weekend

26-27 April - Northam Flying fifty

2 -4 May- Joondalup Festival of Motoring

18 May- British Car Day Gingin

29 June- VCCC Winter Auto Jumble

18-22 August- Classic Touring Group Geraldton

29 September to 5 October Lake Perkolilli Red Dust Revival.

The Motor Museum’s reference library is open to car clubs, motoring enthusiasts and historians.
In excess of 25,000 motoring publications are available for research purposes. Photocopying is
available at a small charge. The library is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays between 10.30am
and 3.00pm and prior bookings are essential. Bookings can be made by telephoning 9249 9457.

Practice good hand hygiene and stay safe

Support our Sponsors

You can contribute to Museum Musings with your ideas for content by emailing
the editor Len Douglas at "lenjoy@westnet.com.au"

Website: www.motormuseumwa.com.au




