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Welcome Naomi Fuller 
The Motor Museum is taking a major step forward in our 
journey to continue being a world-class attraction with the 
appointment of Naomi Fuller to the new position of 
Marketing Coordinator.  

Naomi brings over 12 years of experience working with 
prominent organisations in the marketing field. Naomi holds 
a Bachelor of Commerce with a major in Marketing from 
Curtin University and is eager to combine her professional 
expertise with her deep personal passion for automotive 
heritage.  

No stranger to the Motor Museum, Naomi has been 
volunteering with us on an occasional basis since 2020 and 
in that time provided valuable online marketing support 
during times when the digital landscape looked like Mars. 
Naomi’s ability to break down that landscape has been a 
tremendous asset to the Museum. 

Naomi is also the proud owner of a 1954 FJ Holden Special 
which she is aiming to 
restore to its former glory. 
Her lifelong appreciation for 
classic cars is the perfect fit 
for her new role. 

We are excited to officially 
welcome Naomi to the 
team and look forward to 
the development and 
implementation of 
strategies that will enhance 
our marketing presence. 

Naomi will take up her new 
role on February 10. 

  _____________________  
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Volunteers at Work 

Harold Hitchcock, Nick Rykers and Rob Barwick.    The Wednesday crew repositioned the       
Two advisors and one laying down on the job. Intellibus to the dedicated RAC exhibit area 
.        

Formula 1 photo board being worked on by                Nick Rykers and Spike Spikins dressing up 
Martin Harban from his own design.                the container with retro signage     

_________________________________   
    

    VE Commodore Police Concept Car 

This 2013 VE Commodore is on loan 
from the WA Police Historical Society. 
The car was conceptually developed for 
specific police duties and was one of the 
first Western Australian patrol cars to be 
fitted with a full computer system that 
included number plate recognition 
cameras. The system enabled officers for 
the first time to be able to match vehicles 
in real time with owner’s particulars 
including any outstanding driver related 
warrants.   
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From the Blair Allsopp Model Collection by Rob Walker 

Bentley State Limousine 2002 

This is a high quality model by Paul’s Model Art (Minichamps). The model is a diecast 1:43 scale 
and is presented in a good quality box with a description on the inside lid. The model is part of 
our extensive Blair Allsopp collection on display in the Ricciardo Hall. 

Details of the actual cars (source Wikipedia):  
Two of these cars were presented to H.M Queen Elizabeth II for her Golden Jubilee in 2002. 
They were built by Bentley Mulliner in Crewe, with contributions from 50 UK based suppliers 
and were designed with input from the Queen to meet her precise requirements. 

They have twin-turbocharged 6.75-litre V8 engines modified from Bentley's Arnage R version to 
produce 400 hp (298 kW; 406 PS) and 616 lb⋅ft (835 N⋅m) of torque. Their maximum speed is 
130 mph (209 km/h). 

The State Limousines are 83.0 cm longer than a standard Bentley Arnage, 25.5 cm taller, and 
6.8 cm wider. They are equipped with broad coach doors opening to the rear by almost 90 
degrees. Opaque panels over the rear window of the cars can either be installed for added 
privacy or removed for added visibility.  For protection of the occupants, the bodywork and 
glass are armoured, the cabin can be sealed air-tight in case of gas attack and are also blast-
resistant. The tyres are kevlar-reinforced. 

 

   ____________________________________     

 See also next page 
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Blair Allsopp Collection Update 

 

Pictured above are 3,700 Blair Allsopp scale models displayed in their bespoke dust proof 
cabinets.  The special cataloguing and display team has been beavering away on this project for 
the past three years.  However, the “light at the end of the tunnel” is within sight with the 
majority of the work expected to be completed by the middle of this year. 

Our total model collection, which now includes the Blair Allsopp collection, is proudly claimed 
to be the largest scale model collection on public display in the Southern Hemisphere. 

   _____________________________________ 
 

Visiting Car Clubs Taking Advantage of Our H Shelter and BBQ 
Area 
 

 

Sunday January 5 - Volkswagen Car Club of WA.  

 

 

 

 

Sunday January 19 - Vintage 
Automobile Association of WA. 

 

Motoring clubs visiting the Motor 
Museum receive a discounted entry fee 
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Peter Taylor is putting together a history of the Motor 
Museum to celebrate our 30th anniversary.  
Following is an overview Peter has provided of his on-going project:  

In late 2023 I started gathering information on the Museum’s history and I am now in the 
process of putting together that information in a publication to record and celebrate the past 30 
years.  

The Museum’s history began in 1983 when the Council of Motoring Clubs (CMC), previously 
known as the Combined Car Clubs Association (CCC), became incorporated and a number of the 
committee members were responsible to eventually get the Museum up and running in 1994. 

I was Secretary to the CMC for a time and also became Secretary to the Museum’s Board of 
Trustees in April 2012. This gave me access to a myriad of valuable archival material for my 
research that overtime  I have been able to sort and digitise.  Although I had reasonable written 
history, searching for photographs of the volunteers over the 30 years is proving to be a time 
consuming effort.  Fortunately, I have a private collection of some volunteers’ photographs from 
2009 to 2014 and the Museum Musings has provided an excellent chronological history with 
photographs of the major events that have taken place since 2014. 

Although I am compiling the rough draft of events, the hard work of editing, designing and 
laying out the book is being done by Paul Blank who was on the original CMC committee. He 
has the knowledge to fill in the blanks from the early days. When the final draft is put together 
there will be numerous “Proof Reads” by a number of people who have spent considerable time 
at the Museum. 

Although the history will cut off in December 2024 (we opened on Wednesday 21st December 
1994), there will be an addendum at the end to cover the celebrations we will have in April 2025 
recognising the official opening in 1995.  

Lastly, I am seeking information on the day-to-day activities of the current volunteers (and 
photographs). I don’t want any volunteers to miss out on being in the book. If you have any 
information (including photographs) you feel would be of interest in the publication please feel 
free to email me at:  pcwh612@gmail.com    

Cheers 
Peter Taylor 
   _________________________________ 

The First Car Radio 
Plugging our mobile phones into our cars’ audio systems and 
listening to our personalized playlists seems like second nature. A 
radio in a car seems eternal but it goes back no further than 1922. 

In that year, Chevrolet in the USA offered a car radio as an option for 
buyers, setting them back an additional $200. The first set-ups were 

huge, with antennas covering the 
whole roof of the car and a battery so 
large engineers had difficulty finding a 
place for it. But by the 1930s car radios were becoming a standard 
option in cars. However, with the availability of car radios came a 
backlash. Anti-car radio leagues sprang up, arguing that drivers 
would be too distracted. Some US states proposed bans on car 
radios but these efforts went nowhere and car radios were here to 
stay. 

    ______________________________ 
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A Message from our Manager 

December 2024 was a great month to finish off the calendar year having achieved our annual 
goal set for 2024 of 30,000 visitors. This was achieved with an impressive growth of 22% and 
follows our previous record year achieved in 2023. My special thanks go to our volunteers. Your 
commitment to the day to day running of the Museum is the reason we are able to achieve such 
outstanding results.  

 I am confident that with the addition of our Marketing Coordinator in 2025 we will continue to 
grow and hopefully exceed the results we have set ourselves of 35,000 visitors in the coming 
year.  

Patric O’Callaghan 

 

Voyager’s Toyota MR2  
In February 2024 the Musings featured a Toyota 
MR2 owned by the Australian band Voyager. The 
MR2 featured as a stage back-drop to their song 
“Promise” the band performed as a finalist in the 
2023 Eurovision Song Contest in Liverpool. We 
have had this unique car as an exhibit since early 
2024.  

On January 24 
Voyager performed 
at the block-buster 
Global Rugby 
Tournament at 
HBF Park and used 
their treasured 
MR2 again as a 
back-drop. Danny 
Estrin is pictured left at the Museum replacing the 

battery in the MR2 in readiness for the Voyager’s HBF Park performance. 

   ____________________________________ 
 

In case you 
missed it! 
Harold Hitchcock 
cracked a mention in 
The West Australian 
on January 10 in an 
article promoting this 
year’s Red Dust 
Revival race at Lake 
Perkolilli. Harold was 
part of a syndicate that 
entered a 1936 Desoto 
(far right) in the 2022 
event.  

The Lake Perkolilli Red Dust Revival is on again from 29 September to 5 October 2025.  
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The Ford T - Game Changer in Automotive History 

The Model T, produced by the Ford Motor 
Company from 1908 to 1927, revolutionized the 
automotive industry by making cars more 
affordable world-wide. Known for its mass appeal 
and simplicity, the Model T was pivotal in 
transforming transportation and society during 
the early 20th century. 

When the Ford Motor Company launched the 
Model T in 1908, American society was rapidly 
industrializing, with people moving from rural 
areas to cities for work. The growing middle class 
sought affordable goods and greater mobility, 

leading to increased demand for automobiles and transforming daily life and social 
interactions. 

The rise of the automobile industry in the early 1900s marked a transformative era in 
society, driven by innovations in manufacturing and design. With affordable models like 
the Ford Model T, car ownership became accessible to the masses, reshaping 
transportation and contributing to economic growth. Before the Model T, America was 
predominantly rural, with limited access to transportation, making travel difficult for 
many families. A growing industrial sector characterized economic conditions, but most 
people relied on horses and trains, highlighting the need for a more efficient mode of 
personal transportation. 

Henry Ford, the founder of the Ford Motor Company, had a vision to make automobiles 
affordable for everyone, believing that personal mobility could enhance the quality of life 
for everyday people. Ford also championed fair wages and better working conditions, 
aiming to create a prosperous workforce that could afford the products they 
manufactured. Ford previously served as the chief engineer at Edison Illuminating    
Company in Detroit. At night, he worked on developing a gasoline engine, successfully 
testing it on Christmas Eve in 1893 with the help of his wife, Clara.  

Three years later, he created the Quadricycle, and after two unsuccessful business 
attempts, he founded the Ford Motor Company on June 16, 1903. 

The official development of the Model T began in 1907 when Ford aimed to create a 
simple, durable and affordable car. By 1908, Ford had introduced his Model T, which 
featured a lightweight design and a powerful engine.  

His innovative use of assembly line production streamlined manufacturing 
and significantly reduced the cost of mass production. This approach allowed for the 
mass production of the vehicle, making it affordable and accessible to a broader 
audience, ultimately changing the transportation landscape. 

The Model T's assembly line method significantly differed from previous manufacturing 
methods that mainly relied on skilled labour and handcrafted techniques. Unlike earlier 
slow individual production, mass production allowed for faster assembly, consistency in 
quality, and lower costs, fundamentally changing production across various industries. 
During the early production years of the Model T, its affordability was a standout feature. 
Due to efficient manufacturing processes, the price dropped from around $850 in 
1908 to just $260 by 1925. Additionally, the Model T quickly gained popularity for its 
reliability and ability to handle rough terrain, establishing it as the first car for millions 
of people in the USA.  

Ford promoted the Model T through print advertising in newspapers and magazines, 
highlighting its affordability and reliability. The company organized demonstrations and 
test drives for potential buyers while satisfied customers shared personal 
recommendations. Showroom displays and promotional offers increased visibility, 
solidifying the Model T's popularity.  

         Continued next page 
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Dealerships played a crucial role in promoting the Model T by serving as local hubs for 
sales and service, making the vehicle more accessible to potential buyers. They organized 
demonstrations, offered test drives, and provided financing options, effectively 
showcasing the Model T's affordability and reliability, which helped drive its widespread 
popularity across America. 

The Model T introduced several key innovations in safety and reliability, including a 
robust frame and an advanced braking system that improved overall stability and 
control. Its features, like a lightweight body, simplified mechanics, and ease of 
maintenance, contributed to its reputation as a dependable vehicle, making it a preferred 
choice for families across America and ultimately the world. Its design was remarkably 
adaptable and increased ground clearance and sturdy construction allowed it to navigate 
various terrains, from city streets to rough rural roads. Its versatility extended beyond 
transportation, as it was available in multiple body styles—such as touring cars, trucks, 
and roadsters—making it suitable for personal and commercial use. 

Over the years, the Model T underwent various updates to improve its performance, 
comfort, and functionality, including engine design and body style changes. These 
modifications aimed to keep pace with consumer preferences and technological 
advancements, ultimately enhancing its appeal while maintaining its reputation for 
affordability and reliability. 

The decline of the Model T began in the late 1920s as consumer preferences shifted 
toward more modern designs and features. Additionally, increasing competition from 
rival automakers offering stylish and innovative models decreased the Model T’s 
popularity, prompting Ford to discontinue production in 1927.The Model T was replaced 
by Ford’s Model A which marked a significant upgrade from the Model T with its modern 

design and improved features, including a 
powerful 40-horsepower engine and 
hydraulic brakes. 

But for all its importance, it was infamously 
complicated to drive. Nonetheless, it did set 
a precedent and paved the way for the future 
of the automotive industry. 

 
Left: The Museum’s well-presented Ford T        
on display.  

 
   ___________________________________ 

 
   Don't Swear At Other Drivers 

A man was driving down the road and a met a car coming the other way.  Although there was room to 
pass easily, he forced the oncoming car to slow down and wound down his window and shouted 'Pig!'  The 
other driver looked in his rear view mirror raised two fingers and swore at him.  Then his car hit the pig 
 
 
 
Editor's Special Message to Volunteers:  
I need your help!                                                                          
My aim is to make this newsletter an informative and interesting read, and I can best do that 
with your help. If you come across something museum or volunteer related you think may be of 
interest to your fellow volunteers I would certainly welcome your contribution along with 
pictures if possible.  Email me at:  lenjoy@westnet.com.au                             
Len Douglas 
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Welcome to all new volunteers: 

For Sale 
-A selection of quality scale models 
-A range of motoring fashion clothing and motoring memorabilia.  
-Code 404  and C4C number plate identification for concessional license – Plates $11.00 each, 
Stickers $7.50 each. 
-A selection of surplus motor manuals at a bargain price $5.00 each. 
-Mothers Car Care Products. 

Wanted 
Volunteers’ stories and recollections to share in Museum Musings.  

Coming Events 

Every Thursday - Chrome Bumper Group Coffee Run 
2 March -Hyde Park Festival 
16 March- Toodyay Swap Meet 
2 -4 May- Joondalup Festival of Motoring 
18 May- British Car Day Gingin 
29 June- VCCC Winter Auto Jumble 
29 September to 5 October Lake Perkolilli Red Dust Revival.  

 
The Motor Museum’s reference library is open to car clubs, motoring enthusiasts and historians. 
In excess of 25,000 motoring publications are available for research purposes. Photocopying is 
available at a small charge. The library is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays between 10.30am 
and 3.00pm and prior bookings are essential. Bookings can be made by telephoning 9249 9457. 
  

Covid is still around.     Practice good hand 
hygiene and stay safe 

 

Support our Sponsors 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can contribute to Museum Musings with your ideas for content by emailing                                              
the editor Len Douglas at "lenjoy@westnet.com.au"                                                                                  

Website: www.motormuseumwa.com.au  

 


